The University of Texas at Arlington College of Nursing

NURS 6621 DNP II Practice Scholarship Project 
Instructor: 
Barbara M. Raudonis, PhD, RN, FNGNA, FPCN
Associate Professor, UTA College of Nursing 
Office: Pickard Hall, Room 517
Office Hours: By appointment. 

Office: 817-272-2776
Fax: 817-272-5006

Email: raudonis@uta.edu
Website:  https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/?345/
Time and Place of Class Meetings:  TBA 

DNP Students:  TBA 

The DNP Practice Scholarship Project serves as a synthesis of DNP Program outcomes and addresses a clinical practice issue related to the student’s area of practice.  Consistent with NONPF recommendations (2006), the project “benefits a group, population, or community rather than an individual patient”.  The project is grounded in the evidence based literature, identified gaps in knowledge, and systematic collection of data.  The project must address a topic relevant to clinical practice and result in a written scholarly product. 

The Scholarship Project is developed and implemented in sequential courses.  Students are encouraged to identify a topic for the practice scholarship project at the time of admission (preferably) and tailor course products throughout the curriculum to address an aspect of the topic of interest.  The specific background for the Project begins in NURS 6323 Practice Scholarship in which students conduct a systematic review of the research, noting the strengths and limitations of the evidence in a selected topic.  The focus of NURS 6326 Scholarship Project is to develop the practice scholarship proposal, management plan, and (if possible) obtain necessary institutional approvals.  During NURS 6620 DNP Practicum I and II, students conduct the project as part of the clinical practice hours.  The final report and presentation of the scholarship project occurs during the final semester of enrollment – NURS 6621 DNP Practicum II.  
In order to facilitate student progression in achieving project requirements, the following course “activities” are expected:

NURS 6323 Practice Scholarship – identify topic for project, conduct a systematic review of the literature, and determine need for further investigation

NURS 6326 Practice Scholarship Project – develop project proposal, obtain IRB and other institutional approvals for project (if possible).  At this point, the course faculty and the student identify a faculty member project advisor.  The student is responsible for contacting the potential advisor to determine mutual interest and agreement to work together.  The project advisor will consult with course faculty as needed as the project proposal is developed and serve as resource for the faculty and student.  By the end of the course, both the faculty and project advisor must approve the Practice Scholarship Project proposal.

NURS 6620 DNP Practicum I – obtains IRB and other institutional approvals (if not already accomplished) and conducts the project.  Specific project activities will vary and may be used to satisfy 120 hours Practicum practice hours.  The project advisor and student will communicate on a regular basis to determine progress in accomplishing project activities.  The project advisor may or may not also be the student’s Practicum faculty.  The student is responsible for maintaining a log of Practicum activities/hours (the remaining 150 hours) that indicates project activities used to meet Practicum course hour completion. A total of 270 hours are necessary for completion of this course. A DNP clinical log will be maintained as documentation for these hours. 

NURS 6621 DNP Practicum II – complete all project requirements and activities.  By the beginning of the course, the student should have conducted (or near completion) the project and be prepared to begin data analysis.  The culmination of the project is a written report (refer to project paper guidelines) and verbal presentation of the project.  Specific project activities will vary and may be used to satisfy 120 hours Practicum practice hours.  The project advisor and student will communicate on a regular basis to determine progress in accomplishing project activities.  The student is responsible for maintaining a log of Practicum activities/hours (the remaining 150 hours) that indicates project activities used to meet Practicum course hour completion. A total of 270 hours are necessary for completion of this course.  A DNP clinical log will be maintained as documentation for these hours. DNP Practicum I & II consists of a total of 540 DNP Practicum/Project hours. 

The following time frames are suggested to facilitate project completion in a timely manner for DNP II: 

*All project requirements are due on or before the Friday of the week specified below:

By end of Week 5 of the semester (February 20): Revise the project proposal from future to past tense; update literature review as needed.

No later than Week 11 of the semester (April 10): Submit final paper to project advisor; project advisor will review, respond, and suggest revision within 2 weeks.

By Week 12 of the semester (April 17): Submit presentation plan and slides using a UTA slide master to project advisor.  

By Week 13 of the semester (April 24): Student receives feedback from advisor and completes revisions.  Student submits final revised paper to advisor.  This will be the only week to double up due to the Holiday.

By Week 14 of the semester (Wednesday, May 6): Student presents project to the academic community.  Submit the project abstract to the Department of Advanced Practice Nursing office a minimum of 48 hours prior to the presentation. 
Week 15 (May 13) following presentation to the academic community: Student submits 3 bound copies per CON guidelines of the final paper (one copy to the project advisor, and two copies to the Department of Advanced Practice Nursing office).
Students must complete the proposed Project, write an approved report of the Project, and present the Project to the academic community to obtain a grade of “pass” on DNP Practicum II.  If a student is unable to complete all required aspects of the Project by the end of DNP Practicum II, a grade of “R” will be assigned.  The student will register for DNP Practicum II again in order to complete the DNP.

*Additional and/or revised dates may be negotiated between the student and their clinical advisor. These dates are meant to be a guide during long semesters (spring and fall).  Summer dates will vary and be based upon an 11 week semester. 
Practice Scholarship Project Template

Practice Scholarship Project Proposal (completed during NURS 6326/NURS 6620)
In DNP I, you are expected to convert all areas, from future to past tense


Introduction


Project Problem or Question


Review of Relevant Literature


Project Framework


Project Objectives or Questions


Project Design (including Methodology)


Population and Sampling


Measurement Methods


Data Collection Plan (specific)


Data Analysis Plan


Obtain IRB Approval

Final Written Report – Practice Scholarship Project (completed during NURS 6621)
In DNP II, you are expected to add the following once IRB approval is obtained

Project Limitations


Results/Findings


Discussion


Conclusions


Implications 



For practice, including DNP role



For policy (local, state, national) as applicable


Appendices (will vary)



IRB Approval



Letters of support for project



Data collection tools, measures



Other documents, tools as indicated 
Presentation to the Academic Community


All areas of the written report are included, although in abbreviated/summarized form.  The oral presentation should be no longer than 20 minutes, and time will be allowed for questions/answers.  The presentation is not a “defense”, but rather a presentation of the student’s work.  Students are expected to submit their presentation to the project advisor for feedback prior to the presentation.  The UTA approved power point template is available on the DNP Blackboard Organization, All Things DNP.
The student will provide an abstract of the project to the Associate Dean’s office a minimum of 24 hours prior to the presentation so that copies may be made for distribution at the presentation.  
Final Product N6621

Three bound copies of the scholarly project are due to the Associate Dean’s office upon completion of DNP II N6621.  The scholarly project must be bound at Kinko’s Copies/Fedex with a black, flat front and back cover sheet and a small, black spiral. 

Tracking Scholarly Project and Practica Experiences


You may track the hours spend on your project and the hours spent completing the practicum experiences in either the Word document or Excel spreadsheet provided.  These logs can be accessed on the Blackboard organization, All Things DNP, or through your clinical faculty member. 
Americans with Disabilities Act:  
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity:  

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. According to the UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." 
As a licensed registered nurse, graduate students are expected to demonstrate professional conduct as set forth in the Texas Board of Nursing rule §215.8. in the event that a graduate student holding an RN license is found to have engaged in academic dishonesty, the college may report the nurse to the Texas BON using rule §215.8 as a guide.
Student Code of Ethics: 

The University of Texas at Arlington College of Nursing supports the Student Code of Ethics Policy. Students are responsible for knowing and complying with the Code. The Code can be found in the student Handbook online:  http://www.uta.edu/nursing/handbook/toc.php 

Plagiarism:

Copying another student’s paper or any portion of it is plagiarism. Additionally, copying a portion of published material (e.g., books or journals) without adequately documenting the source is plagiarism.  If five or more words in sequence are taken from a source, those words must be placed in quotes and the source referenced with author’s name, date of publication, and page number of publication.  If the author’s ideas are rephrased, by transposing words or expressing the same idea using different words, the idea must be attributed to the author by proper referencing, giving the author’s name and date of publication.  If a single author’s ideas are discussed in more than one paragraph, the author must be referenced at the end of each paragraph.  Authors whose words or ideas have been used in the preparation of a paper must be listed in the references cited at the end of the paper. Students are encouraged to review the plagiarism module from the UT Arlington Central Library via http://library.uta.edu/tutorials/Plagiarism 

Dress Code:

Realizing the importance of presenting a professional image as a manager/executive, educator, or nurse practitioner the following have been developed as guidelines when representing the UTA College of Nursing to the community including all nursing practicum and activities. 

Professional business attire is always required.

This eliminates all casual clothes including sandals, flip-flops, jeans, tank tops, etc. for both men and women (regardless of what others may wear.). Men should wear a minimum of slacks and a shirt and tie. Jewelry should be at a minimum meaning one set of (conservative) earrings and no “extra” piercings should be showing. Nails should be clean and neat. 
A NAME TAG is required in all agencies identifying you as a UTA Student. You may use your MAV card in a plastic sleeve as a name tag. There are no exceptions to this requirement. 

If you are to be in an area that requires you to wear scrubs such as in the OR or L&D areas, you must wear business attire to the agency and then change your clothes. If there is any doubt as to what you are to wear, please discuss with your faculty. Remember, this is you opportunity to present yourself as a professional to enhance your career and dressing professionally gives the image of one who is serious and capable. 
Status of RN Licensure: 

All graduate nursing students must have an unencumbered license as designated by the Texas Board of Nursing (BON) to participate in graduate clinical nursing courses.  It is also imperative that any student whose license becomes encumbered by the BON must immediately notify the Associate Dean and Chair for the respective program: MSN Program, Dr. Jennifer Gray; DNP Program, Dr. Mary Schira.  The complete policy about encumbered licenses is available online at http://www.uta.edu/nursing/grad/unencumbered
Confidentiality Agreement: 

You signed a Confidentiality Form in orientation and were provided a copy of the form.  Please take your copy of this Confidentiality Form with you to your clinical sites. Please do not sign other agency confidentiality forms. Contact your faculty if the agency requires you to sign their confidentiality form.

Graduate Student Handbook: 

Students are responsible for knowing and complying with all policies and information contained in the Graduate Student handbook online at: http://www.uta.edu/nursing/handbook.toc.php  

Student Support Services: The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information.

Electronic Communication Policy: 

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington.

To obtain your NetID or for log on assistance, visit https://webapps.uta.edu/oit/selfservice/. If you are unable to resolve your issue from the Self-Service website, contact the Helpdesk at helpdesk@uta.edu.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [insert a description of the nearest exit/emergency exit]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.
Bomb Threats: 

If anyone is tempted to call in a bomb threat, be aware that UTA will attempt to trace the phone call and prosecute all responsible parties. Every effort will be made to avoid cancellation of presentations/tests caused by bomb threats. Unannounced alternate sites will be available for these classes. Your instructor will make you aware of alternate class sites in the event that your classroom is not available.

No Gift Policy: 

In accordance with Regent Rules and Regulations and the UTA Standards of Conduct, the College of Nursing has a “no gift” policy. A donation to one of the UTA College of Nursing Scholarship Funds, found at the following link:  Nursing Scholarship List would be an appropriate way to recognize a faculty member’s contribution to your learning.  For information regarding Scholarship Funds, please contact the Dean’s office.

Graduate Course Support Staff

Ashleigh Johnson

Administrative Assistant for the DNP Program

(817) 272-9440

(817)272-2065


Email:  ashleigh.johnson@uta.edu
Librarian to Contact:  

Peace Williamson, Nursing Librarian

(817) 272-7433, Email: peace@uta.edu
Research Information on Nursing: 

http://libguides.uta.edu/nursing
Miscellaneous Information: 

Inclement Weather (School Closing) Inquiries:

Metro (972) 601-2049

Fax -UTA College of Nursing: (817) 272-5006

      Attn: Graduate Nursing Programs Office

UTA Police (Emergency Only):  (817) 272-3003

Mailing Address for Packages:

UTA College of Nursing

C/O Dr. Barbara Raudonis
411 S. Nedderman Drive, Pickard Hall

Arlington, Texas 76019-0407 
Emergency Phone Numbers: In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911.
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