Fundamentals of Speech-COMS 1301 
Sections
Times
Instructor:  Austin Robinson    Office:  FA 263

Office hours:  TBA
Phone:  My office:  (817) 272-2656;  Main office  (817) 272-2163

Mailbox:  Box 19107

E-mail:  austinr@uta.edu
Text:  Lucas, John E.  The Art of Public Speaking, 11th ed.

McGraw Hill.

Course Objectives:


1.  To familiarize the student with various aspects of speaking in a public setting


2.  To enhance student understanding of the communication process.

3.  To equip the student to speak in a variety of situations, and to deal with 

      anxiety related to public communication.

4.  To help the student realize that public speaking is an extension of his/her 

     personhood.

Attendance:  Your attendance is vital if this course is to be effective for you, so get the most out of it.  I allow 3 miss without penalty to your grade.  Any unexcused absences over one result in a 10-point reduction per unexcused absence from your class grade.  Misses on days when speeches are due or are being given are no-nos.  Advance notification of misses, (if possible, in writing) is appreciated.  If you cannot notify me in advance, please provide written notification of why you missed clss.  If you work hard in class, but you must miss for an unexpected reason, grace can be extended.  Instructor reserves the right to change any material in this document when necessary, with adequate notice given to the students.  Arrival to class 15 minutes late will constitute an absence.
Special Note:  Vacation schedules are not considered excused absences.

Grading and Evaluations:

Exams:  
Midterm
200 points



Final

200 points



Quizzes & papers 150 points*
Speeches:
Artifact
(2-3 minutes) 75 points



Ceremonial
(2-3 minutes) 100 points



Informative
(4-5 minutes) 125 points



Persuasive
(4-5 minutes) 150 points

Speaker evaluation paper: 50 points  (2-2.5 pages)* You must go hear a speaker live and in person (any speaking engagement that is at least 25minutes in length and attended by at least 25 people. Guidelines: Who, when, where, did you like/ dislike, and why.
A= 900-1000     B= 800-899     C=700-799     D=600-699     F=0-599

Note: A SanDisk  8GB will be needed to record speeches.
Make-up policy

Unless it is an excused absence, don't expect any credit on an assignment.  There is no make-up on quizzes.  Special circumstances do arise and I will review those.  At this point there is no extra credit work.  That could change, otherwise, do well on the assignments already given.
Drop Policy:
Students may drop or swap (adding or dropping classes concurrently) classes through

Self-service in MyMav from the beginning of registration through the late registration

period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to

drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University 

Advising Center, Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan on attending after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-

attendance.  Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the
University may be required as a result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more 

information , contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships

 (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).
Americans With Disabilities Act
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity
Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:
  I pledge, on my honor; to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a

 tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence.

 I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from any other sources. I

 will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.
UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code
as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code in to any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101 section 2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the university.
 
Student Support Services Available
The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information.
Electronic Communication Policy

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington.

Student Feedback Survey:
Final Review Week:

Emergency Exit Procedures:
