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	E-Culture Policy:

 

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official means of communication with students. Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success. In particular, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may be sent to students through email.

All students are assigned a UTA email account. Go to MavMail UTA Email for information about activating and using MavMail. New students (first semester at UTA) are able to activate their email account 24 hours after registering for courses. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active as long as a student is enrolled at UT–Arlington. Students are responsible for checking their email regularly.



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Course Calendar:

 

CRCJ 2334.004: Lessons, Readings, Assignments—Fall 2015 
Week
Dates
Lesson
Readings
Assignments
1
8/27-9/2
Lesson 1: Crime and Justice in the United States

Textbook, Chapter 1
Lesson 1 Online— Instructor's commentary

Discussion Assignment 1:
Introduce Yourself
Available: Aug 27 –Sept 9.
2
9/3- 9/9
Lesson 2: Crime Data and Definitions of Crime

Textbook, Chapter 2 
Lesson 2 Online— Instructor's commentary

(No new assignments) 

3
9/10-9/16
Lesson 3: How Do We Explain Crime? 

Textbook, Chapter 3 
Lesson 3 Online— Instructor's commentary

EXAM 1: Chapters 1, 2 and 3. 
Available:  9/17 to  9/23 11:55pm, Central Time. 

4
9/17-9/23
Lesson 4: Criminal versus Procedural Law

Textbook, Chapter 4 
Lesson 4 Online— Instructor's commentary

Discussion Assignment 2 (from Lessons 1, 2 or 3):
Please read section on discussions for information on how to proceed.
Available: 9/17-9/30. 

5
9/24-9/30
Lesson 5: History and Structure of American Law Enforcement

Textbook, Chapter 5 
Lesson 5 Online— Instructor's commentary

(No new assignments) 

6
10/1-10/7
Lesson 6: Types of Policing

Textbook, Chapter 6 
Lesson 6 Online— Instructor's commentary

Discussion Assignment 3 (from Lessons 4, 5 and 6):
Please read section on discussions for information on how to proceed.
Available: 10/1- 10/14.

7
10/8-10/14
Lesson 7: Policing Issues and Ethics

Textbook, Chapter 7 
Lesson 7 Online— Instructor's commentary

EXAM 2: Chapters 4, 5, 6 and 7.
Available: 10/15-10/21 11:55pm, Central Time.

8
10/15-10/21
Lesson 8: The Administration of Justice

Textbook, Chapter 8 
Lesson 8 Online— Instructor's commentary

Signature Assignment is due on October 21 by 5PM
9
10/22-10/28


Lesson 9: Sentencing

 

Textbook, Chapter 9 
Lesson 9 Online— Instructor's commentary

Discussion Assignment 4 (from Lessons 7, 8 or 9):
Please read section on discussions for information on how to proceed.
Available: 10/22-11/4.
10
10/29-11/4
Lesson 10: Institutional Corrections

Textbook, Chapter 10
Lesson 10 Online— Instructor's commentary

EXAM 3: Chapters 8, 9 and 10.
Available: 10/29-11/4 11:55 Central Time.
11
11/5-11/11
Lesson 11: Prison Life

Textbook, Chapter 11
Lesson 11 Online— Instructor's commentary

(No new assignments)
12
11/12-11/18
Lesson 12: Community Based Corrections

Textbook, Chapter 12
Lesson 12 Online— Instructor's commentary

Discussion Assignment 5 (from Lessons 10, 11, 12, or 13):
Please read section on discussions for information on how to proceed.
Available: 11/18 to 12/2.
13
11/19-11/25
Lesson 13: Juvenile Justice

Textbook, Chapter 13
Lesson 13 Online— Instructor's commentary

(No new assignments) 

14
11/26-12/2
Lesson 14: The Future of Criminal Justice

Textbook, Chapter 14
Lesson 14 Online— Instructor's commentary

(No new assignments) 

15
12/3-12/9
Lesson 15: Course Summary 

No assigned readings this week. 

Exam 4: Chapters 11, 12, 13 and 14.
Available 12/3 to 12/8 11:55pm, Central Time.


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	About Your Instructor:

 

  
Instructor:
Robert L. Bing III, Ph.D. 
Office:
219 University Hall
The University of Texas at Arlington
E-mail Address:
rbing@uta.edu
Fax:
817.272.5673
Email Policy:
Please allow 2 business days for a response. Thank you!
Office Hours:
Tuesday  11:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Or by appointment! 
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 19595, Arlington, TX 76019-0595
Instructor's Biography:

 

Robert L. Bing III, PhD 

Robert L. Bing has an undergraduate degree in Sociology from the College of the Holy Cross. He also holds the Ph.D. in Criminology from Florida State University. Robert L. Bing has authored over 30 refereed articles/book chapters, plus two books. He is the recent author of Race, Crime and the Media, published by McGraw-Hill (2010).  


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	About Your Course:

 

Course Number 
2334
Section Number 
004
Course Title 
Introduction to the Criminal Justice System
Catalogue Description of Course Content

An overview of the entire criminal justice system; history and development, law enforcement, prosecution and defense, courts and trial processes, and corrections. Formerly CRCJ 3334; credit will not be granted for both 3334 and 2334.

Instructor's Description

This course provides an overview of the component parts of the criminal justice system. The history, structure and function of law enforcement, courts and corrections are explored. The course also explores data collection, theoretical paradigms, and issues in the field of criminal justice.

Time and Place of Class Meetings

This course is delivered online; there are no class meetings.

Accessing Your Course

· This course is accessed through UTA’s Blackboard portal. 

· Save this URL for future access to this course: http://elearn.uta.edu/


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Student Learning Outcomes:

 

Objectives

To provide students with information about the history, structure, function of the criminal justice system. The course should provide strong preparation and background for students who are interested in majoring in criminology and criminal justice. Students will acquire knowledge about the history of criminal justice, the use of crime data, criminal law, crime causation and information about the structure and function of the component parts of the criminal justice system. 

In addition to textbook information, written lecture notes, the class will rely upon web assignments and group discussion to help facilitate the learning process. 

Student Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to: 

· Compare and contrast the definition of criminology and criminal justice

· Compare and contrast the crime control and the due process models

· Identify and define all eight index crimes 

· Explain the differences between substantive and procedural criminal law

· Identify and explain three theoretical paradigms in criminology

· Describe three major policing styles

· Identify and define the roles of at least three members of the courtroom workgroup

· Explain the internal versus the external goals of the courtroom workgroup

· Describe the traditional versus the real reasons behind the use of plea bargaining

· Identify two conditions that resulted in the emergence of prisons in the United States

· Identify and explain two areas of concern for criminal justice practitioners today versus the future


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Course Requirements:

 

Prerequisite

There are no prerequisites for CRCJ 2334.

Required Textbook

 Introduction to Criminal Justice, 7th edition!
 Bob Bohm 
Suggested Readings

1. One L by Scott Turow 

2. Crime and the American Dream by Steven Messner and Richard Rosenfeld 

3. The Collapse of Criminal Justice by Harold Rothwax  

4. Search and Destroy by Jerome Miller 

5. It’s About Time by James Austin and John Irwin   

6. Death Work by Robert Johnson 

7. In the Belly of the Beast by Jack Henry Abbott  

8. The Autobiography of an Execution by David Dow
9. Race, Crime and the Media by Robert L. Bing 


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Four Online Exams:

 

Four Online Exams

· Each exam will cover three or four chapters from your textbook, plus the readings from your instructor's online lessons.

· Exams will be online using the Blackboard exam features.

· Exams are closed book and will be timed.

· Each exam is worth 20 percentage points.

Make–up Policy

There are no make ups for missed exams—unless you become seriously ill. You must provide documentation. In short, make ups are only given if you become very ill and will be administered at a date and time set by the instructor.

More Information

Go to Grading Policy on page 9 of the syllabus for answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ) about online exams and discussion assignments.



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Discussion Assignments:

 

Overview

· There will be five required group discussion assignments, including an "Introduce Yourself" posting during the first week of class, and four problem–centered assignments later in the course. 

· Each discussion question will be worth 4 percentage points.

· If you miss the deadline for a discussion, you will lose all points. (The instructor may make exceptions, but is under no obligation to do so. It is critically important that you complete assignments as scheduled.)

Discussion Assignment 1: Introduce Yourself

Criteria

You are required to post at least a 250 word statement about yourself. Discuss: 

· Why did you take the course, and what do you expect? 

· What are your thoughts about criminology and criminal justice? 

· What preconceived ideas do you have about criminal justice? Do you think that the system is replete with loop holes and that the insanity defense is too wide spread? 

The last two questions are just examples of the type of information you can provide about your perception of criminal justice. 

This first assignment should be mostly about you—but it's okay to add more about your beliefs about the criminal justice system. 

Check the Course Calendar for due dates.
Discussion Assignments 2, 3, 4, and 5 

Criteria

Two parts to Discussions 2, 3, 4, and 5 
Part 1: Submit an Original Response

The first part requires you to submit an original response (or thread) of at least 300 words to each discussion question. In general, you will be reacting to points made in my lessons. Your original response should first capture the essence of the points made by the instructor from the lessons that you have read. For example, you might find my discussions about plea bargaining interesting. In which case, you would go back and capture the essence of my discussions about plea bargaining. Consider answering these questions:

· What was interesting?

· What intrigued you?

· What was counter intuitive?

· What are the implications of this observation about plea bargaining on reform efforts? 

· How does this observation about plea bargaining impact the overall operation of the criminal justice system? How does it impact the offender, or the victim or society?

I have offered all of these questions as ideas for you as you write a 300 word response. There is no need to cover all of these questions. In general, I am looking for something that is reflective and a response that includes some critical and serious thoughts about what you have read.

Part 2: Reply to Another Student's Original Response

The second part requires that you offer a 150 word reply (rethread) to someone else’s original response. You can agree or disagree. If you disagree, please be respectful. You can call attention to points missed by the student responsible for the original response. Please do not say that you just agree or disagree—explain why! At the very least, your responses should be reflective.

Grammar Is Important

For all assignments, make certain that you write in complete sentences using correct grammar. Your responses should be well thought out! In short, take your time and do it right. Both your original responses and the replies should be meaningful and educational for other readers.

The due dates for these assignments can be found in the course calendar.

Discussion Assignment 2 (from Lessons 1, 2 or 3):

The expectation is that you will reread Lessons 1, 2 and 3—and then post an original 300 word response (thread) to any issue or point made by your instructor. You are also required to post a 150 word reply (rethread) to someone else’s original posting. Please see details for further instructions. Your original posting, for example, can be your reading of my lesson about theories of crime (in general) or the American dream (in particular). Or you might post a comment from lesson two and my comments about official data, or who is likely to be victimized or the section on street harassment.   

Check the Course Calendar for due dates.
Discussion Assignment 3 (from Lessons 4, 5 and 6):

The expectation is that you will reread lesson 4, 5 and 6—and then post an original 300 word response (thread) to any issue or point made by your instructor. You are also required to post a 150 word reply (rethread) to someone else’s original posting. Please see details for further instructions. As an example, you may post an original response to my comments about policing styles, or my comments about politics in policing. 

Check the Course Calendar for due dates.
Discussion Assignment 4 (from Lessons 7, 8 or 9):

The expectation is that you will reread lessons 7, 8, and 9—and then post an original 300 word response (thread) to any issue or point made by your instructor. You are also required to post a 150 word reply (rethread) to someone else’s original posting. Please see details for further instructions. As an example, you may post an original response to my lessons on plea bargaining, or issues in policing. May I recommend posting a discussion about some aspect of plea bargaining?

Check the Course Calendar for due dates.
Discussion Assignment 5 (from Lessons 10, 11, 12 or 13):

The expectation is that you will reread lessons 10, 11, 12, or 13—and then post an original 300 word response (thread) to any issue or point made by your instructor. You are also required to post a 150 word reply (rethread) to someone else’s original posting. Please see details for further instructions. May I recommend a posting about the lesson on the use of fines or life imprisonment (especially the section about the defects of total power) or the commercialized sexual exploitation of children? Or that you research the Gerald Gault case. What happened to this youth? What did he say? What were the circumstances surrounding his custody?

Check the Course Calendar for due dates.


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Grading Policy:

 

Final Grades

Each student’s final grade will be the weighted average of grades received on exams and discussion assignments. The scale displayed below will be used to determine each student’s final course grade.

Grading Scale

A
90 to 100 percent 
B
80 to 89 percent 
C
70 to 79 percent 
D
60 to 69 percent 
F
59 percent and below 
Percentages Earned Toward Your Final Grade 

Exams and Required Discussions
Percentage
Exam 1 
15%
Exam 2 
20%
Exam 3 
20%
Exam 4 
20%
Signature Assignment 
5%
Discussion 1: Introduce Yourself

Discussion 2: (Lessons 1, 2 or 3)
4%

4%
Discussion 3: (Lessons 4, 5 and 6)
4%
Discussion 4: (Lessons 7, 8 or 9) 
4%
Discussion 5: (Lessons 10, 11, 12 or 13) 
4%
TOTAL
100% 
FAQ About Exams, Discussion Assignments, and Grades 

How many exams are there, and are they open book exams? 

There are four exams for this course. These are not open book exams. Your books should be closed. You should not have notes in the area, while taking any of the exams. Thank you. 

What should you know?

There is some variation in the number of questions for each exam. The exam questions are all multiple choice. You must read the chapters closely. There are no trick questions as such. If you plan your study time accordingly, you will do well on the exam. You are strongly encouraged to prepare for the exams by familiarizing yourself with the key terms in each chapter and by also answering the questions at the end of each chapter. You should know that I have tried to purge from most of the exam questions any answer that requires an exact date, year or number. I am mostly interested in definitional terms, themes in the literature, etc. I have tried to stay away from dates, and questions that require too many numbers

Will the final exam be cumulative?

The exams are not cumulative. Each exam will cover specific course content.

What if I miss the deadline for the exam?

You must take the exam before the deadline. If for some reason, you miss the deadline, it will be up to the instructor to allow you to take the exam. In every case, your grade for the exam will be lowered by one letter or ten percentage points. 

How much is each exam worth?

Each exam will be worth 20 percentage points. It is critically important that you complete the exams as scheduled. 

How much time will I have for each exam?

The time allocation will vary from exam to exam.
Is there extra credit?

There is no extra credit work for this course. It is therefore important that you immerse yourself into the course content and do the discussions as scheduled. My recommendation is that you read on a regular basis and take good notes for reference in your study for each exam.

Make up policy?

There are no make ups for missed exams, unless you become seriously ill. You must provide documentation. In short, make ups are only given if you become very ill and will be administered at a date and time set by the instructor.

Questions about exam questions and answers?

Please do not hesitate to contact me about your grades. I will do my best to answer your questions about the answers as quickly as possible.

How much is each discussion question worth?

Each discussion question will be worth 4 percentage points. If you miss the deadline for a discussion, you have lost all possible points. The instructor may make an exception here, but is under no obligation to do so. It is critically important that you complete assignments as scheduled.



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Attendance and Signature Assignment
 

Attendance

CRCJ 2334 is a fully online course—there are no face–to–face classes that students are required to attend. However, students are expected to fully participate in the class by participating in discussion forums and completing assignments, tests, and any other interactive self–assessments. The emphasis of this course is on active learning where students accept responsibility to engage with each other, their instructor, and course content towards the goal of mastering learning outcomes set forth in course material.

Signature Assignment
In this assignment, you will be asked to compare and contrast the three

sources of data regarding crime (official statistics, victimization

surveys, and self-report surveys).  Answer the following questions in

complete sentence, paragraph form.

Identify how each source of data is collected.  Your answer should

include who is responsible for collecting the data source, what

information is collected by each data source, and how often each source

of data is collected.
Identify and describe at least three the strengths of each source of data.

Identify and discuss at least three the weaknesses of each source of data.

Discuss how human actors might impact each source of data and what

impact this potentially has for our knowledge of crime and the

operation of the criminal justice system.

Do the different sources of data provide a similar picture of crime to

each other in regards to race/ethnicity, gender, and social class?

Obtain official crime data for the last 3 years from UT Arlington and

one other campus in the DFW area.  This information is typically

available to the public through the university police department.  

Write a brief summary of the number of index crimes that have occurred

on the UT Arlington campus and on the other campus in the DFW area in

the last 3 years.  Be sure to identify what other campus you used.

What factors might lead these data for the two campuses to be
similar or different across the two campuses?  Identify and discuss at

least three factors and how they might impact the data.

Based on these data, do you think that UT Arlington is more or less safe than the other campus you examined? Justify your answer.

Active Learning at UTA 
Active Learning places the student at the center of the learning process, making him/her a partner in discovery, not a passive receiver of information. It is a process that employs a variety of teaching and learning strategies to place the responsibility for creating and defining the learning environment on the instructor and the responsibility for effective engagement in the learning process on the students. Active learning encourages students to communicate and interact with course materials by reading, writing, discussing, problem-solving, investigating, reflecting, and engaging in higher-order thinking tasks such as application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. An active learning approach draws upon a continuum of teaching and learning strategies, including class discussion activities, undergraduate research, and community-based learning experiences (QEP Executive Summary 2007 p. 1).
Go to UTA's active learning portal for students [image: image1]to read what UTA students are saying about active learning at UTA and how it enhances higher order thinking skills.


	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Drop Policy:

 

To avoid receiving a failing grade due to failure to complete assignments, it is the student's responsibility to drop the class according to university guidelines and time frames. 



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Americans with Disabilities Act:

 

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112-The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. With the passage of the federal legislation entitled The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) [image: image2], pursuant to Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act [image: image3], there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. 

Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at The University for Texas at Arlington Office for Students with Disabilities [image: image4]. They are located on the UTA campus in Room 102 of University Hall, or you may call them at 817-272-3364.



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Academic Dishonesty:

 

It is the philosophy of the University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22.)



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Student Support Services:

 

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact The Office of Student Success Programs [image: image5]at 817–272–6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.



	 

 

  

   
 




			
	 

		 



	

	Library Resources:

 

UT Telecampus 

Go to the UT Telecampus Host Campus Resources: Contact a Librarian page [image: image6]to find the quickest way to resolve library research problems. This page includes online resources for help with reference and research, and technical problems—as well as links to host campus librarians. 

UTA Library

Subject Guide: 

Criminology and Criminal Justice Guide [image: image7]
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