ENGL 3347.001 Border Crossing(s)
Fall 2015

Professor: Dr. Barbara Chiarello					Email:chiarello@uta.edu
Day/Time: online							Office: 419 Carlisle Hall
Room: online					     			Mailbox: 203 Carlisle Hall
Phone: 817-919-3510 (cell) 	Office Hours: by phone 
817-272-2692 (English dept.) 	    
                                                                     
note: The latest that I usually check my email and cell phone for messages is 4 p.m.
	  
Texts 
(Please note: books must be the same editions as at the bookstore.)
· Last Report of the Miracles of Little No Horse by Louise Erdrich;
Perennial (An Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers) [LR]
· The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston; 
Vintage International [WW]
· A Visitation of Spirits by Randall Kenan; Vintage [VoS]
· . . . And the Earth Did Not Devour Him by Tomas Rivera;
 (trans by Evangelina Vigil-Pinon) Arte Publico Press [tE]
·  “Thelma and Louise,” the movie

Course Description
During this semester, we will examine the ways in which texts by marginalized authors challenge not only boundaries, but boundary-ness itself. In other words, is it enough to merely breach any given line of separation to attain equality, or must one also deconstruct the ideology of giving only certain groups privilege at the expense of the Other? In order to address these issues, we will use pertinent critical strategies and read the works of several cultural theorists.

Course Goals
The course is designed to offer students the opportunity to develop a wide variety of skills. Quizzes and commentaries ask students to read, write and think critically by continuing to develop close reading skills and to respond with increasingly in-depth analyses. The final paper requires students to use journal articles to support a complex, and compelling thesis analyzing at least one literary text read this semester. Discussion forums and presentations help students teach, as well as learn from, each other. By the end of the semester, students should be able to question the function of the Other in literature as a reflection of American cultural and political values.   

Course Policies
(Please keep in mind that assignments incorrectly posted [submitted to the wrong location] in Blackboard will not receive credit.)

Late assignments
 I do not accept late assignments. Given the nature of the course, I expect you to plan ahead.  




Special Arrangements
If there are conditions which may affect your performance in this class, and which require special accommodations, please let me as soon as possible so that such arrangements can be made. If you require an accommodation based on a disability, I would like to meet with you in the privacy of my office the first week of the semester to be sure that you are appropriately accommodated. 

Americans with Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

The Writing Center The Writing Center, Room 411 in the Central Library, offers tutoring for any writing you are assigned while a student at UT-Arlington. During Fall 2015, registered users may visit the Writing Center for 45-minute face-to-face or online sessions from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Friday; and Noon to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. You may register and schedule appointments online at uta.mywconline.com or by visiting the Writing Center. In addition to normal sessions, the Writing Center will offer Quick Hits (5-10 minute sessions for those nagging last minute problems, spelling/word choice questions, or editing concerns) 4:30-7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday. During Quick Hits periods one of our staff will also respond to brief questions on our FaceBook page www.facebook.com/WritingCenteratUTArlington. Research Librarians will also offer Paper's Due Drop Inn to assist with research and citation specific questions. If you need assistance with registration, please call 817-272-2601 during regular business hours. If you come to the Writing Center without an appointment, you will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis as consultants become available. Writing Center consultants are carefully chosen and trained, and they can assist you with any aspect of your writing, from understanding an assignment to revising an early draft to polishing a final draft. However, the Writing Center is not an editing service; consultants will not correct your grammar or rewrite your assignment for you, but they will help you become a better editor of your own writing. I encourage each of you to use the Writing Center.
In addition to one-on-one consultations, the Writing Center will offer on-campus FYC and grammar workshops periodically throughout the semester. For more information on these, please visit us at http://www.uta.edu/owl.
Please note all times listed are for Central Standard Time and it is students responsibility to adjust for time differences if they do not reside in the area.

Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense at any university. Students enrolled all UT Arlington courses are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 
I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

If I suspect that you have been guilty of academic dishonesty, I will report you to Office of Student Conduct for disciplinary action. Forms of academic dishonesty include: Collusion—lending your work to another person to submit as his or her own; Fabrication—deliberately creating false information on a Works Cited page; and Plagiarism—the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether you mean to or not. Even if you put someone’s ideas into your own words, you must properly credit the source. Academic dishonesty also includes presenting substantially the same paper in more than one course. 

Drop Policy
Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

Necessary Changes
I have tried to make this document as complete and thorough as I possibly could. However, during the course of the semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies and assignments. I reserve the right to make such changes as they become necessary.



Student Responsibility
I will abide by the policies in this syllabus. Each student is responsible for reading and understanding this document. I will be glad to clarify any sections a student does not understand.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Library
Library Home Page	                                       http://www.uta.edu/library 
Subject Guides	 http://libguides.uta.edu
Subject Librarians	 http://www.uta.edu/library/help/subject-librarians.php 
Database List	 http://www.uta.edu/library/databases/index.php 
Course Reserves	 http://pulse.uta.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do
Library Tutorials 	 http://www.uta.edu/library/help/tutorials.php
Connecting from Off- Campus	 http://libguides.uta.edu/offcampus
Ask A Librarian	 http://ask.uta.edu







Course Requirements
Grade Breakdown
· 13 Discussion Forums   		30%
· 13 Reading Quizzes 		20%
·   2 commentaries			15%
·   1 movie analysis			  5%
·   1 Final Paper 			25%
·   1 Final Paper Presentation 	  5%

Satisfactory completion of every assignment is required to pass the class since each category evaluates a different skill. Students who fail more than two letter-numbered sections will fail the course.

Quizzes: Reading quizzes will encourage you to keep up with the reading and thus have pertinent comments to add to the discussion forums. In the online environment, quizzes function as mini, short-answer, take home exams. As such, the questions require thoughtful, thorough answers, which must be up to three sentences in length. Reading quizzes are accessed by clicking on the numbered "Quiz" button under the appropriate weekly lesson; reading quizzes are available Monday through Saturday of each week, and must be completed by 11 pm CST on Saturday.
   
Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least 9 hours per week in course-related activities, including reading required materials, and completing the assignments.
 
Student Responsibility Concerning Grades: Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels. (All grades are posted on Blackboard.)  
.

Writing Assignments

Commentaries
These one-page papers will present your significant interpretation of the text. This significant interpretation is similar to a paper’s thesis, and the function of these commentaries is to prepare you to write your final paper. Since a thesis is an argument, you must support your significant interpretation with at least two quotes from the reading.  

Final paper 
This paper must go beyond class discussion to elucidate a significant interpretation of at least one of the novels. It must support its claim with at least three examples from the literature, and at least two quotes from two outside academic sources. (See Library information above.) It will be double-spaced, five to six pages long, must have margins no larger than 1.25 inches and use standard 12 point font such as Times New Roman. It must also include a Works Cited page that satisfies MLA guidelines. 
Make sure this paper is not a summary. Do not rehash what was said in the discussion forums, or in the quiz responses.

Even excellent insights may never be understood if they are buried beneath unintelligible words, phrases and sentences. Therefore, your final grade will take into account organization, use of transitions and mechanical skills such as grammar, spelling and punctuation.  

Since page-length requirements demand a certain thoroughness, in addition to deducting 10 points for every day a paper is late, I will also deduct 10 points for short papers.

Final Paper Presentation
In presenting your final paper, you will be answering the following questions and adding the responses to the last week's Discussion Forum. 
1) What is the main argument/claim/thesis of your paper; that is, what is your paper’s -/; significant interpretation of the literature? Remember, this must not be a rehash of what was already said in class, nor a summary of the literature, nor something obvious.
2) What outside material did you use?
3) Explain one idea per outside article that supports your argument.
4) Mention at least two quotes from the literary text(s) that support(s) your claim. Explain how they do.
5) Conclude with a discussion-provoking question related to the literature that you chose, or make a final statement based on your paper. 











Course Calendar
WE BEGIN: The Door Opens (8/27)
· Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday (This introductory post—a chance for us to get to know one another— will be sent to the email list and will not be graded.)
UNIT ONE: Introduction
Week 1 (8/31-9/6): Lesson 1: Ways of Learning
 Read Week 1 Introduction
 Review the Study Guide on Freire's text. 
 Read Chapter 2 from the book entitled The Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire:  http://www2.webster.edu/~corbetre/philosophy/education/freire/freire-2.html . While reading this chapter, think about how pedagogy has the potential to both reinforce and challenge cultural norms. 
 Read the Lectures assigned for the week; in this case, Week 1.
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday   
 Submit Critical Strategies Summary by 11 pm CST Sunday 
 Participate in Discussion Forums: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday (View Discussion Rubric under the "Evaluation Rubrics" tab to see how discussions are graded.)              

Week 2 (9/7-9/13): Lesson 2: Must there be an Other?
 Read Week 2 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide
 Read: "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson http://blogs.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lottery.pdf , and "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas" by Ursula K. Le Guin http://www.markaelrod.net/wp-content/uploads/2006/05/omelas.pdf.
 Read the Lecture(s) assigned for the week
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday 
Remember: Mon, Sept 14, is Census Date, The Census Date is the last day to drop a class, by 4 pm, without it going on your record as a W (or Q if you drop all of your classes.) I suggest talking to me, as your professor, and to both your academic and financial aid advisors if you are considering this option.



UNIT TWO: Ways of the Cross(ing of Categories)
Week 3 (9/14-9/20): Lesson 3: Unleashing Dam(m/n)ed Emotions
 Read Week 3 Introduction
 Review Study Guide
 Read biographical sketch of Louise Erdrich http://voices.cla.umn.edu/artistpages/erdrichLouise.php
 Read LR 1-131
 Read excerpt from Native American Testimony (available in this week’s Lecture folder) 
 Listen to Chopin’s largo of the Prelude in E minor and Bach's mass -- see links in 
     Lesson 3
 Read the Lecture assigned for the week
[bookmark: _GoBack] Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday  
 
Week 4 (9/21-9/27): Lesson 4: Deconstructing the Colonizer's Tongue
 Read Week 4 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide
 Read LR 132-232
Read NPR interview with Louise Erdrich – see link in Lesson 4
 Read "Four Steps to Sainthood" – see link in Lesson 4
 Read Lecture assigned for the week, including the short summary entitled "Four Steps to Sainthood":  http://www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu221.htm and one side of the debate on the importance of faith versus good works: http://www.justforcatholics.org/a14.htm
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday

Week 5 (9/28-10/4): Lesson 5: Pushing Past Barriers to Self-Actualization
 Read Week 5 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide
 Read LR 233-361 
 Read the Lecture assigned for the week
Listen to: Louise Erdrich, "Making Miracles at 'No Horse'" on NPR. If you are not already registered with NPR, you have to do so before you can hear this interview. After registering, go to the NPR homepage; click on Weekend Edition Sunday; in search box put Louise Erdrich, "Making Miracles at 'No Horse'."
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday			(see next page)
 Participate in Discussion Forum(s): initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday
 Submit Commentary # 1 by 11pm CST Sunday


UNIT THREE: Can the Subaltern Strike Back?
Week 6 (10/5-10/11): Lesson 6: I Will Speak for You
 Read Week 6 Introduction
 Review Study Guides for "No Name Woman," "White Tigers," and "Shaman" before reading each of these chapters
 Read WW pp. 1-109
 Read the Lecture(s) assigned for each of the above chapters immediately after reading each one.
 Read "Patriarchy, the System" (located in "No Name Woman" lecture)
 Read "The Female Individual and the Empire: A Historicist Approach to Mulan and Kingston's Woman Warrior" which is available on JSTOR. (JSTOR is free if you access it from the UTA Library’s website.)
 Watch a segment of the twelve-part movie, entitled "Hua Mulan" and a trailer from Disney's "Mulan" -- see links under Lecture entitled "White Tigers" 
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday

Week 7 (10/12-10/18): Lesson 7: I Cannot Make You Speak Me
 Read Week 7 Introduction
 Review Study Guides for "At the Western Palace" and "A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe" before reading each of these chapters
 Read WW pp. 113-209 
 Read the Lecture(s) assigned for each of the above chapters immediately after reading each one 
 Read "Towards a New Consciousness" by Gloria Anzaldúa, as well as something about the poetess Ts'ai Yen – see links in Lesson 7 
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday




UNIT FOUR: Pushed Into Madness
Week 8 (10/19-10/25): Lesson 8: An Escape?
 Read Week 8 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Read VoS from very beginning of book (author’s dedication to his mother) to p. 28 
 Read the Lecture assigned for the week
 Read short version of Bronfenbrenner's theory—see link in Lesson 8 
 Watch the video that shows an actual hog killing; and the video of the hawk besting the rattler -- see links in Lesson 8
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday 

Week 9 (10/26-11/1): Lesson 9: Grappling with the Voice of the Church
 Read Week 9 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Read VoS pp. 29-103
 Read the Lecture(s) assigned for the week
 Listen to: "Whosoever Will; "Lead Me, Guide Me;" "Take Me to the Water;" "At the Cross" -- see links in Lesson 9 
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum(s): initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday
Remember that Wed, Nov 4 is the last day to drop by 4 pm. I suggest talking to me, and to both your academic and financial advisors if you are considering this option.

Week 10 (11/2-11/8): Lesson 10: "The Laws' Unnaturalness" 
IMPORTANT: Note that this week has two sets of Activities, Study Guides, and Lectures, one for the chapter entitled "Holy Science," and the other set for the chapters entitled "Old Demonology" and "Old Gods, New Demons." In order to absorb -- and then reflect on -- the complex issues raised by Visitation of Spirits, complete the first set over "Holy Science" before completing the second set over "Old Demonology" and "Old Gods, New Demons."  

 Read Week 9 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Read VoS pp. 105-257 
 Read the Lectures assigned for the week (see above)
 Read “The Christian Left” homepage – see link in Lesson 11
 Watch video, "It Gets Better" -- see link in Lesson 11
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday
REMEMBER to complete the second set of Activities, Study Guides, and Lectures, for the chapters entitled "Old Demonology" and "Old Gods, New Demons"

UNIT FIVE: In, But Still Out
Week 11 (11/9-11/15): Lesson 11: Is There A Way Up?
 Read Week 11 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Read tE 83-152
 Read the Lecture(s) assigned for the week
 Watch video showing child harvesters in the United States; read biographical sketch of Tomás Rivera-- see links in Week 11 
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum:  initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday
 Submit Commentary # 2 by 11 pm CST Sunday

UNIT SIX: Why Must the Role Be (Filled)?
Week 12 (11/16-11/22): Lesson 12: The Stranger
 Read Week 12 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Watch video about Alfred Uhry and the evolution of "Parade" -- see link in Week 12
 Read a short, and/or more in-depth, summary of the Leo Frank trial – see links in Week 12
 Watch video of “Parade” trailer 
 Read "Parade" pp. 42-48; Act I, Scenes One to Seven
 Listen to as many songs as you wish (see which ones I recommend) -- see link in Week 12
 Read the Lecture assigned for the week
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum(s): initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday

Week 13 (11/23-11/29): Lesson 13: More Than a Lottery
 Read Week 13 Introduction 
 Review Study Guide 
 Read "The Religion of the Lost Cause: Ritual and Organization of the Southern Civil Religion, 1865-1920" by Charles Reagan Wilson; The Journal of Southern History 
Vol. 46, No. 2 (May, 1980), pp. 219-238 (find it in JStor) 
 Read "The Ballad of Mary Phagan, and an article that shows why the murder of Mary Phagan caused a resurgence of the KKK, as well as "The Negro Holocaust: Lynching and Race Riots in the United States, 1880-1950" – see links in Week 13
 Finish "Parade" (Listen to each song as it appears, if you wish -- link on last lesson) 
 Complete Reading Quiz by 11 pm CST Saturday 
 Participate in Discussion Forum:  initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday

Week 14 (11/30-12/6): Lesson 14
 Watch the movie “Thelma and Louise”
 Participate in Discussion Forum: initial response due 11 pm CST Saturday, reply by 11 pm CST Sunday
 Submit Final Paper by 11 pm CST Sunday

Week 15 (12/7-12/12): Lesson 15
 Submit Final Paper by 11 pm CST Saturday AND 
 Submit Final Paper Presentation to Discussion Forum by 11 pm CST Saturday (See instructions in Week 15) AND
 Respond to at least three peer postings by 11 pm CST Sunday (See instructions in Week 15) 

