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Course Description:  This course is an exploration of anthropological perspectives on sex and gender in a variety of cultural and geographical contexts. Topics to be covered include the relationship between biology and culture as it has shaped the production of knowledge about sex/gender and cultural constructions of gender and sexuality in the past and present. We will also consider ways in which belief systems, political organization, social organization, and material culture reflect and incorporate gender issues. Finally, we will also look at colonialism and development from a gender perspective, and think about the impact of emerging concepts of sex/gender/sexuality on anthropological fieldwork.  Learning will be via lecture, reading, video, Internet, and class discussion.

Learning Objectives:  Students completing the course will have a broader understanding of how sexuality and gender have implicitly and explicitly figured in the collection, analysis, and interpretation of anthropological data. Students will be empowered to critically examine their own conceptions of gender and sexuality in light of cross-cultural and historical data on the subject, and exit the course with a greater awareness of contemporary global gender and sexuality issues.

Required Materials:

1. [B&S] Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective, 6rd edition (2012). C. Brettell and C. Sargent, 
            eds. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.  ISBN-13: 978-0205247288
2. [Popenoe] Feeding Desire: Fatness, Beauty and Sexuality Among a Saharan People (2003).

   
 Rebecca Popenoe. Routledge. ISBN-13: 978-0415280969
3. [F-S] Sex/Gender: Biology in a Social World (2012). Anne Fausto-Sterling. Routledge. 


 ISBN-13:978-0-415-88146-3

There will a few additional readings available on Blackboard. I will also give handouts and assign web sites as needed.

Students are responsible for checking the Blackboard site for announcements. 

A Note on Our Subject Matter: 

The subject of this course is a cross-cultural exploration of sex, sexuality, and gender. Some of our readings, including the book you will review for a formal writing assignment, discuss sexuality and gender in explicit terms. I will also show videos that may contain nudity and adult language. The assigned readings are academic in nature, and appropriate for adult learners. If you are uncomfortable with open discussion of gender, sex, and sexuality, I suggest you choose a class better suited to your needs.
Evaluation:  Students are responsible for all assigned readings, videos, Internet sites, handouts and lecture material. Grades will be calculated as follows:


Test 1



20%

Test 2



20%

Final exam


25%

Book response


15% 

Quizzes/Assignments

20%

Book Response: Each student will write a short paper [4-5 pages] on Feeding Desire. Your response should include an overview of the book, two or three aspects you found particularly interesting, and a critical evaluation of the book in terms of intellectual appeal, readability, and significance. Your paper must be typed, double spaced, with 1 inch margins, and a font no larger than 12 points. Other formats may be rejected. Each student will submit a paper copy and an electronic file version for evaluation using anti-plagiarism software. Unexcused late papers will be docked ½ a letter grade for each day the paper is late. See my grading rubric to avoid common writing problems.

Quizzes and Assignments: This grading category includes readings quizzes and a commentary. I will provide prompts for the commentary.

Extra Credit: I will offer several opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester. An extra credit will go into the Quizzes/Assignments category and can substitute for a regular assignment with a low grade. 

Logistical Notes: We have a full classroom. Please fill the front seats first. If you are late, enter through the back door. If you can’t see or hear, let me know. Raise your hand so everyone can participate in discussion. Be civil; one can object to an idea with disrespecting the person who presents it. I appreciate constructive criticism and suggestions throughout the semester, so don’t feel as if you have to wait for evaluations to have input. I will try to learn everyone’s name. You can help me by telling me who you are every time you talk to me unless you are sure I know your name. 
Attendance Policy:  At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this section, I will take roll at my discretion. Students are responsible for getting notes from a buddy in cases of absence. Because we will be seeing films from other university collections, it will not be possible to see the film if you miss it in class, and I will test over the films. I expect students to have completed reading assigned for the day before class. If you are uncertain about what to read, ask me. Some, but not all, notes and materials may be posted on Blackboard. 
The FINAL drop date for the fall 2015 semester is November 4, 2015. Failure to do so will result in a grade of F. Please consult with me if you think you need to drop in order to be sure it is the best alternative in your case. In some cases, dropping a class is the best decision; in others it is a needless waste of the investment in time and money you have in the course.
Please note that due to the large size of the class there will be a two-week turnaround on major tests. Thanks in advance for your patience. JCR
UTA POLICIES  
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [insert a description of the nearest exit/emergency exit]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

I am looking forward to working with you this semester.

Contact Information for Notes Buddies:

Sex, Gender and Culture
  Tentative Schedule


Fall 2015
Notes: Although I have not listed them on the schedule, all section overviews in the B&S reader are assigned reading. They contain helpful information. 

Week 1
Roll
8-28

 
Week 2            Orientation

8-31

Biology, Gender and Evolution


[B&S] Zuk, p. 7
[F-S] Ch. 1-4 (pp. 1-42)
Week 3
Monday: No Class [Labor Day]

9-7

Biology, Gender and Evolution continued


[B&S] Peach, p. 28; Scheper-Hughes, p. 37; Hewlett, p. 42
Week 4
Gender and Prehistory

9-14

[B&S] Joyce, p.55; Adovasio et al, p. 61; Covey, p.70
Week 5
Domestic Worlds and Private Worlds
9-21                 [B&S] Lamphere p. 81; Parikh, p.88; Townsend, p. 97; Hirsch, p.108

Equality and Inequality: The Sexual Division of Labor and Gender Stratification
 

[B&S] Estokio-Griffin and Griffin, p. 124; Lepowski, p. 131


Friday: Test One (9-25-15)
Week 6
Equality and Inequality: The Sexual Division of Labor and Gender Stratification
9-28

 continued

[BB] Margolis “True to her Nature: Changing Advice to American Women”

Cultural Construction of Gender and Personhood


[B&S] Gilmore, p. 163; Herdt, p. 175; Watson, p. 178; Gulbas p.196


Video: Wonder Woman!
Week 7
Gender, Property and the State
10-5

[B&S] Ryan, p.241; Parson, p.262; Bowen, p. 271


Gender, Household, and Kinship


[B&S] Childs et al., p. 283; Hicks-Bartlett, p. 291; Lewin, p.311
Week 8
Gender, Ritual and Religion
10-12

[B&S] Boddy, p. 324; Kendall, p. 342; Santos, p.351


Video: TBA
Week 9
Gender, Politics, and Reproduction
10-19

[B&S] MacDonald, p.366; Ragone, p.385; Gruenbaum, p. 393
Week 10
Gender, Politics, and Reproduction continued
10-26

[B&S] Kligman, p. 374; additional reading TBA
Video: Clips from Children of the Decree


Culture, Sexuality, and the Body
[BB] Malinowski (Excerpts from the Sexual Life of Savages), 

[BB] Messenger (“Sex and Repression in an Irish Folk Community”)

Week 11
 Culture, Sexuality, and the Body continued
11-2

[B&S] Abu-Lughod, p.208; Gottlieb, p. 215


 Video: Language of the Sexes; Period Piece
Week 12
Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality
11-9

[F-S] Ch. 5 Am I a Boy or a Girl?


[BB] Chase, “Hermaphrodites with Attitude”;


Video: Is a Boy or a Girl? or TBA
Week 13
Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality

11-16

[F-S] Ch. 6 Thinking about Homosexuality

[B&S] Reddy and Nanda, p.223
Week 14
Gender and the Global Economy
11-23

[B&S] Moodie, p. 410; Cairoli, p. 422


No Class Wed


Friday Nov. 28: No class, Thanksgiving break



Video: China Blue or TBA

Week 15
Gender and the Global Economy
11-30

 [B&S] Constable, p.432; Osella and Osella, p.447


 [B&S] Brennan, p.457


Video: From Russia with Love 
Week 16
Gender and the Global Economy
12-7

[BB] Bales “Because She Looks Like a Child”



Wednesday Dec.9 is the last day of class.

The Final Exam will be Monday, December 16, 2014 from 2:00-4:30 pm
Final Exam will not be cumulative. Make-ups will be given for serious illness or other emergency at my discretion. I reserve the right to request documentation for any missed test or quiz. The lowest readings quiz will be dropped. I will retain tests after we review them in class. Failure to return your test may result in your getting a zero.





Get your books. You cannot pass this class without having the books. Buy, rent, or share.





Test One Friday 9-25-2015





Have you started reading Feeding Desire yet?





Test Two is on Wednesday


 11-04-2015





Papers are due on 


Friday, November 20, 2015.


Remember to send the electronic file with a good file name and bring a hard copy to class.
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