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The University of Texas at Arlington

ENGL 2329: American Literature
 Fall 2015

“American Gothic”
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Section 003:
MWF 11-11:50 LS 424
Section 006:
MWF 1-1:50 COBA 151
Instructor:

Dr. Nancy Rosenberg England
Email:


nengland@uta.edu or nrosenberg@uta.edu
Blackboard:

elearn.uta.edu
Office/Hours:

Carlisle Hall 606/MWF noon-12:50 or by appointment through

W 12/9

Required Texts:

1.
Crow, American Gothic: From Salem Witchcraft to H.P. Lovecraft, an Anthology, 2nd edition, Blackwell, ISBN 9780470659793
2.
Matheson, I Am Legend, Tor, ISBN 97807653571513

3.
Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Dover, ISBN 9780486266886
4.
Palahniuk, Fight Club, Norton, ISBN 9780393327342
5.
Online texts (links provided in below Course Schedule)

Recommended Text:

1.
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 2009, ISBN 1603290249
Course Description:
There will be a concentration on works of American literature with a focus on how cultural, geographic, and political issues shape and reflect literature in a particular culture. It will examine at least three genres and six authors. There will be an emphasis on critical thinking, reading, and writing. Our focus will be on the American Gothic tradition. Course readings include “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” The Yellow Wallpaper, and Fight Club; screenings include Edward Scissorhands and I Am Legend. Prerequisites: ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1302.
Course Objectives:
This course satisfies the University of Texas at Arlington core curriculum requirements in Language, Philosophy, and Culture. The required objectives of these courses are the development of students’ critical thinking, communication skills, personal responsibility, and social responsibility. Many elements of this course foster development of these objectives, which are explicitly addressed in the “Signature Assignment” (see below). The Departmental guidelines for sophomore literature can be found by typing “sophomore literature” in the “Search UT Arlington” box on the University website: http://www.uta.edu/uta. 
Course Outcomes:


The goals of sophomore literature at UTA are:

1. To encourage students to see that literary studies matter and to foster enjoyment of literature, as students engage with ideas and beliefs in ways that extend beyond the English classroom

2. To help students recognize that literature does not occur as isolated literary events, but as complex dialogue within cultural and historical contexts

3. To develop students' ability to read critically by studying a variety of literary elements such as form, structure, and style

4. To enable students to demonstrate their understanding of and their ability to analyze literary texts both orally and in writing

Assignments and Grade Distribution:

Assignment due dates are also listed on the below Course Schedule.
·  “Signature Assignment” Paper





25%

· The full “Signature Assignment” Paper assignment sheet is at the end of the syllabus.
· Midterm Exam







25%

· Both exams are part True/False and part short answer such as passage identification and/or word bank. Study assigned readings, quizzes, lecture notes, and group work questions. A study guide sheet will be posted on Blackboard.
· Final Exam








25%

· Covers material from the midterm on (not comprehensive)

· Reading Comprehension Quizzes





20% 










(lowest 1 dropped)

· Be prepared for periodic ten-question True/False quizzes on assigned readings at the beginning of some classes. They will address matters of fact. You may not take a quiz if you arrive after it has been administered; we will discuss quiz answers immediately following each quiz. The quiz questions (not answers) will later be posted on Blackboard to study for exams.
· I Am Legend Test







5%

· In-class writing, homework, group work


Point deduction for missed work
· These assignments will vary, be helpful as ideas for your “Signature Assignment” Paper topic, and assist in preparing for your exams.










Total=100%


Grade:
Your final grade will be an A, B, C, D, or F. No extra credit is given. Writing assignments will receive holistic letter grades; exams and quizzes are graded with percentage points.
Rewrite Policy:
The “Signature Assignment” Paper may be rewritten one time. Your paper’s final grade is an average of the original grade and the rewrite grade. I encourage you to stop by during my office hours to discuss your writing at any time during your writing process. (Reminder: If you do not submit an original paper and then submit a “rewrite,” the grade will be averaged with a 0.)

Syllabus and Schedule Changes:
Instructors attempt to make their syllabi as complete as possible; however, during the course of the semester they may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies/assignments. Instructors reserve the right to make such changes as they become necessary. Students should keep all papers and coursework until final grades are received from the university.

Tentative Course Schedule

Assignments and due dates are subject to change. This syllabus is your roadmap; print out and bring a copy of it along with your textbook, American Gothic: From Salem Witchcraft to H.P. Lovecraft, to each class. Unless I Am Legend, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Fight Club, or hypertexts, readings are from your textbook. Readings/assignments are due are on the date listed. Pace yourself. Read ahead of schedule. Several longer readings come after mid-semester.
Readings/Major Assignments Due:

	Week 1

	F 8/28
	Introduction to course

	Week 2 

	M 8/31
	“Introduction” (1-2)

	W 9/2
	Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (36-54)

	F 9/4
	Irving continued

	Week 3 

	M 9/7
	Labor Day – No Class

	W 9/9
	Poe (94), “The Cask of Amontillado,” “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar” (100-9)

	F 9/11
	Tentative - Meet at Central Library for “Finding Sources/Evaluating Sources” library instruction session

	Week 4 

	M 9/14
	Review film discussion questions
In-class screening: Edward Scissorhands

	W 9/16
	“Look, Ma, No Hands, or Tim Burton’s Latest Feat” online (slight spoilers): http://www.timburtoncollective.com/articles/es22.html
Film continued

	F 9/18
	Film continued

	Week 5 

	M 9/21
	“Edward Scissorhands: Winter’s Fable” online: http://www.timburtoncollective.com/articles/es13.html
Film discussion

	W 9/23
	Bierce, “An Inhabitant of Carcosa,” “The Death of Halpin Frayser” (215-26), “Very Trustworthy Witnesses: The Many Deaths of Ambrose Bierce” online: http://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2014/10/17/very-trustworthy-witnesses/

	F 9/25
	Bierce continued

	Week 6

	M 9/28
	Chopin, “Desiree’s Baby” (328-32)

Anonymous, “Talking Bones” (367)

Dunbar, “The Lynching of Jube Benson” (483-7)

	W 9/30
	Gilman, “The Giant Wisteria,” The Yellow Wallpaper (387-402)
“Why I Wrote The Yellow Wallpaper” online: http://www.charlotteperkinsgilman.com/2008/04/why-i-wrote-yellow-wallpaper-charlotte.html

	F 10/2
	Gilman continued

	Week 7 

	M 10/5
	Midterm Exam

	W 10/7
	Tentative - Meet at Central Library for “Academic Integrity” library instruction session

	F 10/9
	Lovecraft, “The Outsider” (505-9), “The Rats in the Walls” online: http://www.hplovecraft.com/writings/texts/fiction/rw.aspx

	Week 8

	M 10/12
	Bradbury, “The Veldt” online: http://www.d.umn.edu/~csigler/PDF%20files/bradbury_veldt.pdf (Also on YouTube read by Stephen Colbert: http://youtu.be/KSoigRHHNLM)

	W 10/14
	Bradbury continued

	F 10/16
	Wordsworth’s “The World Is Too Much with Us” online: http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174833 

	Week 9 

	M 10/19
	Peer Critique Day— Bring hard copy of “Signature Assignment” paper draft of at least two full pages to class

	W 10/21
	Conferences

	F 10/23
	Conferences

	Week 10 

	M 10/26
	Peattie, “The House That Was Not” (403-5)

Masters, “Two Poems” (425-6)

	W 10/28
	Jackson, “The Lottery” online: http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lottery.pdf

	F 10/30
	Jackson continued

	Week 11 

	M 11/2
	“Signature Assignment” Paper due to be uploaded to Blackboard prior to start of class

In-class documentary

	W 11/4
	Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” online: http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/faculty/dunnweb/rprnts.omelas.pdf

	F 11/6
	Le Guin continued

	Week 12 

	M 11/9
	Have completed Matheson’s I Am Legend

	W 11/11
	“Vampire Apocalypse: A Biocultural Critique of Richard Matheson’s I Am Legend” online:

https://www.academia.edu/344238/Vampire_Apocalypse_A_Biocultural_Critique_of_Richard_Mathesons_I_Am_Legend (313-26)

In-class screening: I Am Legend

	F 11/13
	Film continued

	Week 13 

	M 11/16
	“A Variation on Vampire Lore That Won’t Die” online (slight spoilers): http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/14/movies/14beal.html?_r=2&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&oref=slogin& 

Film continued

	W 11/18
	“I Am Legend’s Original Ending” online: http://www.firstshowing.net/2008/must-watch-i-am-legends-original-ending-this-is-amazing/ 

Film discussion

	F 11/20
	Have completed Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

	Week 14 

	M 11/23
	Stevenson continued

	W 11/25
	Online conferences


	F 11/27
	Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class

	Week 15 

	M 11/30
	Stevenson continued

	W 12/2
	Have completed Palahniuk’s Fight Club

	F 12/4
	Palahniuk continued

In-class screening: Fight Club

	Week 16

	M 12/7
	Skim the author’s FC website: http://chuckpalahniuk.net/books/fight-club (“Should we even be talking about Fight Club?”)

Film continued

	W 12/9
	FINAL DAY OF CLASS

Final day to upload optional “Signature Assignment” Paper rewrite to Blackboard (prior to start of class)

“Fight Club Fight Goes On” online: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/08/movies/homevideo/08lim.html
Film continued / film discussion

	Final Exam Week

	Full UTA exam schedule: http://www.uta.edu/records/_downloads/finals/REVISEDfinalexamschedulefall2015.doc.pdf 


Late Work Policy:
Missed work (quizzes, in-class writing, group work, etc.) cannot be made up unless you inform the instructor of a valid absence in advance (university-sanctioned activities, military, religious observances). The lowest quiz grade is dropped to allow for unavoidable circumstances. Make-up exams cannot be given. The paper must be uploaded to Blackboard prior to the start of class on the due date specified on the Course Schedule. The paper and homework are penalized ½ letter grade for each day (not class day) they are late; the first deduction for the paper begins with papers uploaded after the start of class. No late papers are accepted after three days.

Attendance Policy:
Since the nature of this course largely relies on class participation and working in groups with other students, it is important for you to attend each class. Five missed classes will result in a five-point deduction from your final grade, with five points deducted for each additional class after five. Students are held responsible for all academic work required during their absence regardless of the reasons for those absences, and so if you must be absent, remember to obtain notes, etc., from a classmate. Quizzes on assigned readings will be given at the beginnings of some classes. It is the responsibility of student athletes to have informed the instructor of their schedule and to make up all missed work.
Loss Prevention Policy:
Don’t lose your work!: Save your documents as you are working on them. Save your work using your flash drive, email, the J drive provided by the university, or another method (more than one method is recommended). For university computers, remember that documents saved to the desktop or drives other than the J drive are lost when you log out. Note: Computer and printer problems are not valid excuses for late work.
 
Classroom Behavior:
Class sessions are short and require your full attention. Be respectful to your classmates and instructor: All cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off or put on silent/vibrate in the event of an emergency and put away when entering the classroom; all earpieces should be removed. Cell phone use is distracting to your classmates and instructor. Store newspapers, magazines, and other distractions so that you can concentrate on the readings and discussions each day. Students are expected to participate respectfully in class, to listen to other class members, and to comment appropriately.
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled all UT Arlington courses are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php. Include your course and section number in the subject line when emailing the instructor. Your instructor will check her email at least once daily M-F prior to 5 p.m. 
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.


The Writing Center:
Students are encouraged to speak to or email me if they need assistance with assignments. Help is always available directly through the instructor. In addition, the Writing Center, 411 Central Library, offers sessions to review assignments, and workshops on grammar and specific writing projects. To schedule a session: https://uta.mywconline.com/. For information about writing workshops and descriptions of the services offered to undergraduates: www.uta.edu/owl/. Fall 2015 hours are: Mon-Thur. 9-8; Fri. 9-3; Sat-Sun. 12-5.
“Signature Assignment” Paper Assignment Sheet

Note:
Keep this assignment sheet handy and refer to it as you work on your paper.
Important Paper Dates (also listed on Course Schedule)

Peer critique day:
M 10/19
· Bring hard copy of “Signature Assignment” paper draft of at least two full pages to class. Five points are deducted from the paper grade for no draft or missed Peer critique day.
Conferences:
W 10/21, F 10/23
Final paper due:
M 11/2
Final day to upload optional rewrite:
W 12/9
Overview

The signature assignment addresses all four of the course objectives. Personal responsibility: This essay includes the integration of outside sources; it, therefore, requires students to demonstrate personal responsibility as they use the words and ideas of other writers in an accurate and ethical manner. Citing sources properly isn’t just a matter of mechanics. It’s a question of personal responsibility (with real consequences for students) that overlaps with students’ responsibility to the academic community of which they are a part. The construction of a clearly articulated thesis statement supported by a careful analysis of textual evidence demonstrates critical thinking and communication skills. The development of a well-organized essay that demonstrates the correct use of grammar and other writing mechanics and demonstrates an awareness of the how to appeal convincingly to an audience further addresses the communication objective. The critical analysis of the way the selected text engages a significant issue of social responsibility addresses the social responsibility outcome.

Specific Requirements

Write a well-organized, effectively developed, 3 full-5-page analysis of an assigned text listed on the Course Schedule. Note: You may use more than one text if appropriate. The paper should critically analyze the way the text engages a significant issue of social responsibility. Students should anchor the paper’s argument with a clearly articulated thesis statement and use careful analysis of textual evidence to support their claims.

From the Course Schedule, following is a list of primary texts from which to choose:

· Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”
· Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado,” “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar”
· Edward Scissorhands (film)
· Bierce, “An Inhabitant of Carcosa,” “The Death of Halpin Frayser”
· Chopin, “Desiree’s Baby”
· Anonymous, “Talking Bones”
· Dunbar, “The Lynching of Jube Benson”
· Gilman, “The Giant Wisteria,” The Yellow Wallpaper
· Peattie, “The House That Was Not”
· Masters, “Two Poems”
· Lovecraft, “The Outsider,” “The Rats in the Walls”
· Bradbury, “The Veldt”
· Jackson, “The Lottery”
· Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”
· Matheson, I Am Legend
· I Am Legend (film)
· Palahniuk, Fight Club
· Fight Club (film)
Possible Areas of Focus

Your analysis of an assigned text listed on the Course Schedule might focus on one of the themes in the above texts (see also the anthology’s “Thematic Table of Contents” xv-xxvii), including “Disease, Doctors, and Medicine,” “Doubles,” “Feminist Themes,” “Imprisonment,” “Insanity,” “Lawyers and the Law,” “Monsters,” “Race and Slavery,” “Revenge,” “Village Life,” “Wilderness, Frontier, and the Natural World.” Other issues that complement these themes include identity, perspective, isolation, truth, consumerism, individualism, social justice, liberty, and gender roles. For students who prefer a more specific prompt, please stop by during office hours or email me with your ideas to brainstorm. You may write about any text that we will read this semester and the way in which you view it as engaging a significant issue of social responsibility.

Responsible Integration of Sources (personal responsibility)

Students must properly integrate material from two secondary sources into their analysis in a way that gives credit to the authors whose ideas and language they are incorporating. This is not a research paper or a summary of the work of literature, but a paper in which you draw on secondary sources to communicate an interpretive argument about your chosen text through the lens of social responsibility. The UTA Library offers a quick, online plagiarism tutorial: http://library.uta.edu/plagiarism/.
Appropriate Secondary Sources

· National newspapers (e.g., New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, Dallas Morning News, Fort Worth Star Telegram)

· Print magazines (e.g., The Atlantic, Harper’s, New Yorker, Time, Newsweek)

· Online magazines (e.g., Slate, Salon)

· Scholarly articles (e.g., academic articles published in peer-reviewed journals; you can find citations for these articles by using the MLA International Bibliography database, JSTOR, or Project Muse—all of which UTA’s library gives you access to online)

· Scholarly books or book chapters (it’s a good bet a book is scholarly if it’s published by an academic press, such as Duke University Press; if you’re not sure, ask your instructor)

· Historical documents (e.g., old newspaper articles, letters, speeches, journal entries) from academic databases (see the History subject guide on the library website for ideas)

Students interested in using a source that isn’t listed here, should check with their instructor.

Minimum Requirements

The general criteria to receive a passing grade are the following for all the sophomore English courses except English 2350: Your essay should be a Word document that is double spaced, with 1-inch margins, in 12-pt., Times New Roman font. Follow the MLA’s recommendations for formatting, citation, and style.

In order to receive a passing grade on the signature assignment, students must

1. write an essay that is at least 3 full pages long, but no more than 5.

2. integrate two appropriate sources.

3. have a thesis.

4. have a title.

5. incorporate evidence (i.e., quotations) from the literary text.

6. have a Works Cited page using MLA form.

Resources

· Dr. England:
nengland@uta.edu and Carlisle Hall 606

· UTA Writing Center: www.uta.edu/owl
· UTA Library guide to MLA format: http://www.uta.edu/library/help/files/cite-mla.pdf 
· Purdue Online Writing Lab page on parenthetical documentation (in-text citations): owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
· Discussion of quote integration with templates: www.purchase.edu/sharedmedia/learningcenter/they%20say%20i%20say.pdf (p. 42)

Rewrite Policy

The “Signature Assignment” Paper may be rewritten one time. Your paper’s final grade is an average of the original grade and the rewrite grade. I encourage you to stop by during my office hours to discuss your writing at any time during your writing process. (Reminder: If you do not submit an original paper and then submit a “rewrite,” the grade will be averaged with a 0.)

ENGL 2329 Syllabus Contract
Fall 2015

Agreement to Syllabus Policies and Academic Honesty
 
Academic Integrity:
            If you are suspected of academic dishonesty, you may be called before the Vice President of Student Affairs for disciplinary action.  Forms of academic dishonesty include:  Collusion - lending your work to another person to submit as his or her own; Fabrication - deliberately creating false information on a works cited page; and Plagiarism - the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether you mean to or not.  Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is also plagiarism.  Plagiarism is easy to avoid; simply acknowledge the source of any words, phrases, or ideas that you use.  If you are not sure how to quote or paraphrase a source, etc., please check with me.

________________________________________________________________________
 

I have read and understood the syllabus, and I agree to abide by the course policies, including the section on academic integrity.


 
_________________________________________
_____________________________
Print name





Date
 
_________________________________________
_____________________________
Signature





Section Number
