TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY

SYLLABUS 
	Semester: Spring
	Year:  2014

	Course Prefix:  NURS
	Course Number:  4055

	Course Title:  Child Health Competencies

	Semester Credit Hours: 5

	Course Description and Overview:  This course focuses on the development of nursing knowledge and clinical competencies necessary to provide health care to children/adolescents within the context of a family in a collaborative health care environment. The course emphasizes developmentally appropriate nursing care to patients from culturally diverse backgrounds.


Meets Major Requirements

Faculty Contact Information:

	Name of Instructor:  Niki Fogg, MS, RN, Course Manager

	Office Location:  IHSD 7609

	Office Phone Number:   214-689-6618

	Office Hours:  Mondays 0800-1400 and by appointment.

	Email Address:  nfogg@twu.edu

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell at 214-335-9656.


	Name of Instructor:  Laura Kubin, PhD, RN

	Office Location:  IHSD 7615

	Office Phone Number:   214-689-6647

	Office Hours:  By appointment.

	Email Address:  lkubin@twu.edu

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell at 214-505-6136.


	Name of Instructor:  C. Elaine Wilson, MS, RN

	Office Location:  IHSD 7820

	Office Phone Number:  214-689-6531

	Office Hours:  By appointment.

	Email Address:  cwilson@twu.edu

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell. Cell to be provided to clinical groups.


	Name of Instructor:  Jennifer Wilson, MSN, RN

	Office Location:  IHSD 7616

	Office Phone Number:   214-689-6528

	Office Hours:  By appointment.

	Email Address:  jwilson4@twu.edu

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell at 214-662-0633.


	Name of Instructor:  Claire Bergmann, MS, RN

	Office Location:  Adjunct office

	Office Phone Number:   N/A

	Office Hours:  By appointment.

	Email Address:  claire.bergmann@gmail.com

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell at 972-514-2122.


	Name of Instructor:  Jessica Mason, MS, RN

	Office Location:  Adjunct office

	Office Phone Number:   N/A

	Office Hours:  By appointment.

	Email Address:  jesmason424@gmail.com

	Contact Information:  May contact via email or cell at 501-766-5926.


Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes:


	Course Objectives/Measurable Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Implement the nurse’s role in health promotion and health maintenance with a culturally diverse population of children/adolescents and their families living in a global society.
2. Apply nursing strategies and appropriate communication techniques based on developmental assessment of the child/adolescent receiving health care.
3. Apply concepts of family assessment, family dynamics, and genetics, in the provision of nursing care to children/adolescents.
4. Demonstrate critical thinking and clinical competencies in collaboration and coordination of safe and professional nursing care.
5. Apply evidence-based research and informatics that focus on health promotion, disease prevention, and the management of health problems associated with children/adolescents.
6. Discuss legal, ethical and economic issues associated with the health care management of pediatric/adolescent patients within the context of nursing practice.

Each of the above student learning outcomes must be performed at an appropriate level as stated in each course assignment requirement, grading scale or rubric.


	Clinical Objectives/Guidelines:

Students are expected to:

1. Develop a plan of care and be able to discuss the identified problems and plan of care with faculty and the nurse.  The plan of care includes:
a. Baseline priority assessment
b. Identified problems that may include physical, lab, psychosocial, developmental, teaching needs
c. Prioritized nursing diagnoses using correct format

d. Personalized nursing interventions appropriate to the patient's health needs

e. Planned health teaching based on identified learning needs

f. A written time management plan using the information sheet(s)
2. Discuss any nursing skill that may be needed during clinical and prior to the beginning of clinical review including:
a. Assessment

b. Physical care skills

c. Nursing procedure skills

d. Medication skills

3. Safely provide for patient needs during the clinical experience: 
a. Implementation of the plan of care to ensure:

1. Personal hygiene

2. Physical and psychosocial safety

3. Comfort

4. Effective coping mechanisms related to developmental stage

b. Safe and accurately administration of medications according to TWU and agency policy including the 5 rights of medication administration and documentation.

c. Safe and accurate IV administration including:

1. Correct method (peripheral, central lines)

2. Correct fluid

3. Hourly monitoring

4. Documentation
d. Safe completion of appropriate nursing interventions:
1. Planning & Implementation according to patient care priorities

2. Implementation of preventive safety measures.
e. Implementation of nursing actions that assist the patient to receive optimal results from health care and therapy:
1. Developmentally appropriate care

2. Culturally appropriate care

3. Preparation of a teaching plan based on individual and family readiness and need

4. Attendance at physician rounds if applicable

5. Collaboration with other team members to optimize restoration of health

6. Participation in discharge planning
f. Recognition of changes in the patient and appropriate action

g. Evaluation of plan of care based on patient progress, response to nursing interventions, and comparison of actual outcomes to expected outcomes

h. Documentation of nursing care according to agency policy

i. Organization of time to complete nursing care/clinical responsibilities

j. Receiving report according to unit protocol and providing report to nursing staff/ peers regarding patient status throughout the day and at the conclusion of the experience

k. Ensuring the patient and/or family have needed supplies prior to completing the shift

l. Obtaining a nursing history from the patient or family if applicable

4. Following each clinical experience:

a. Recording of patient outcomes and evaluation of nursing interventions

b. Identification of any revisions that would be necessary to optimize restoration of health status

c. Completion of the clinical evaluation tool
Each of the above student learning outcomes must be performed at an appropriate level as stated in each course assignment requirement, grading scale or rubric.


Course Materials and Supplies:

	Course Materials:  Computer and internet access, Microsoft Office 10 software which includes Word, Powerpoint, and Excel or a compatible reader/converter program.  

**Internet access & Microsoft Office software available on campus through TWU Computer Lab**

	Textbooks:  
Required Textbooks/Materials:

· Wilson, D. & Hockenberry, M. (2011).  Wong’s Clinical Manual of Pediatric Nursing (8th Ed.). Elsevier.

· Evolve Apply: Calculate with Confidence Online (5th edition). You will be using your current online Evolve subscription to Calculate with Confidence to prepare for the medication lab to review calculating weight based dosing for children.
· Evolve Apply: Evolve Case Studies:  Complete RN Online Case Studies

**Note: Other required readings and links to additional content resources can be found on the Blackboard site.**

	Supplies:  
TWU Clinical Uniform (per policy)

Lab supplies to be distributed the clinical faculty for use in scheduled lab activities

Stethoscope, calculator, black pen, penlight, bandage scissors, wristwatch (with second hand)


Prerequisites Courses or Conditions:

	NURS 3612; NURS 3025; NURS 3035




Disability Support Policy Statement: If you anticipate the need for reasonable accommodations to meet the requirements of this course, you must register with the office of Disability Support Services (CFO 106, 940-898-3835, dss@twu.edu ) in order to obtain the required official notification of your accommodation needs. Please plan to meet with me by appointment or during office hours to discuss approved accommodations and how my course requirements and activities may impact your ability to fully participate.

Academic Integrity: Honesty in completing assignments is essential to the mission of the University and to the development of the personal integrity of students. In submitting graded assignments, students affirm that they have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance, and that they have abided by all other provisions of the Code of Conduct in the TWU Student Handbook. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication or other kinds of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in appropriate sanctions that may include failing an assignment, failing the class, or being suspended or expelled. Suspected cases in this course may be reported to Student Life. The specific disciplinary process for academic dishonesty is found in the TWU Student Handbook. The TWU library link, “Avoiding Plagiarism,” will aid students in completing their assignments with integrity.

In an effort to ensure the integrity of the academic process, Texas Woman’s University vigorously affirms the importance of academic honesty as defined by the Student Handbook. Therefore, in an effort to detect and prevent plagiarism, faculty members at Texas Woman’s University may now use a tool called Turnitin to compare a student’s work with multiple sources. It then reports a percentage of similarity and provides links to those specific sources. The tool itself does not determine whether or not a paper has been plagiarized. Instead, that judgment must be made by the individual faculty member.

Assignments will be randomly checked for plagiarism using Turnitin.com.

Confidentiality Statement:  All students are required to electronically acknowledge receipt of and adherence to the following confidentiality contract in the Blackboard course.
As a nursing student in one or more of the following courses:  N4055, N4045, N4615, I understand that I have access to information that is considered confidential.  Confidential information includes, but is not limited to:

· Exam questions and rationales

· Lecture recordings

· Simulation activities

· Student performance evaluations from faculty

· Patient information protected by HIPAA (clinical)

· Post-clinical conference discussions

· Personal student information

I agree that I will not discuss, disclose, divulge, copy, paraphrase, publish, sell or otherwise make known to anyone any confidential information I have access to as a student outside of approved course activities.  

I understand that including confidential information in verbal or written conversations including email, social media, internet sites or blogs would be considered a violation of this agreement and may result in disciplinary action.

Activities & Assignments:  This course has two components – lecture and clinical.

Didactic Activities:

Weekly classes will be held each Monday from 8am-11am.  Special guest speakers, classroom activities, or modules may be assigned or scheduled in addition to class or following exams.

Clinical Activities:

Students will attend clinical activities as scheduled by clinical faculty.  Clinical experiences consist of diverse activities in and out of the hospital setting and will vary by clinical section.  Weekly clinical paperwork and activities will be assigned by clinical instructor.  

All students must successfully complete a medication calculation/administration lab in order to pass the course.  The lab will include both pediatric math calculations and pediatric medication administration.   Students who do not complete the lab activity successfully must seek remediation until successful.

Medication Calculation Exam Policy:
Each semester of the undergraduate nursing program will have a required medication calculation exam. The exam must be passed, with a score of 90%, before the student will be allowed to attend clinical in any clinical course that requires medication administration. The students will be allowed 3 attempts and must pass a 10 question exam in 30 minutes with a passing score of 90%.  Students who are unsuccessful in 3 attempts must WP from all clinical courses that require medication administration. The questions for all exams will be chosen from a common, standardized pool of questions. Students will only be allowed to use computer or university issued calculators. Standard rules of dosage rounding, as established by the College of Nursing will apply for each item in the exam.

(Approved by UAAC, TWU CON faculty 3/12)
· The Senior I Medication Calculation Exam counts for both the Adult II and Child Health Competencies courses.
· Students who are part-time or repeating a course must take the exam each semester when enrolled in either Adult II or Child Health.

· Students who do not demonstrate 90% proficiency after two attempts will be required to seek remediation as determined by faculty before being permitted to test again. 

· If the Medication Calculation Exam is not passed by the third attempt or by the last scheduled math testing window (whichever comes first), the student will be assisted to withdraw from both Adult II and Child Health courses. 

· Students are expected to complete all attempts within the scheduled testing times.  No additional testing times will be scheduled for students who fail to attend scheduled testing sessions; therefore, students are not guaranteed three attempts.

· Completion of this competency is “pass or fail” and will be considered as part of the clinical grade.  The score on this test will not be calculated into the course grade.
Grading Policy:

Students must pass both didactic and clinical components to successfully pass the course.  The course grade will be based solely on exam grades covering course content and assigned modules.  Students must achieve a minimum of 72% to successfully complete the course.  The clinical component of the course will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

A student whose performance is unsatisfactory at midterm in either the classroom or clinical will be notified in writing; it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor to discuss substandard performance.  

Letter grades will be assigned based on the TWU College of Nursing Grading Scale:

A = 90 - 100

B = 80 - 89

C = 72 - 79

D = 60 - 71

F = 59 and below

A grade of WF will be recorded if the student has an average grade of below 72% and withdraws from the course after the academic penalty date as stated in the TWU calendar.
Undergraduate Policy for Grade Rounding:
It is the policy of the undergraduate program that all faculty use the following grade rounding guidelines.





(Approved by UAAC, CON Faculty 8/13)
1. Rounding is confined to the final course grade

Grades on individual exams (including comprehensive or HESI specialty), assignments and projects are recorded in gradebook (Blackboard) as calculated to:

two decimal places (84.48;   not 84.486   nor 84)
2. Final course grades will be rounded to the closest whole number using the 0.5 math rule. 
If the final course grade is not a whole number, the following rounding rules apply:

a. If the number is 0.5 or greater, then round up to the next whole number (>85.50 = 86)

b. If the number is less than 0.5 (0.49), then round down to the previous whole number (<85.49 = 85). 

3. The assignment of a final course grade reflects evaluation data as specified in the syllabus.  After the final grade is posted, a student may not complete additional work to change the grade.
Major Course Assignments and Examinations:

	Three exams and a comprehensive final will be given during the semester, which will be weighted as follows:

Exam I




20%



Exam II



20%



Exam III



20%



Comprehensive Final
 

40%       








100%




TWU Attendance Policy: Consistent and attentive attendance is vital to academic success, and is expected of all students. Grades are determined by academic performance, and instructors may give students written notice that attendance related to specific classroom activities is required and will constitute a specific percentage of students' grades. 

Instructors are strongly encouraged to keep a record of student attendance. They should note absences due to documented student illness, serious illness or death in the student's immediate family, pregnancy or related conditions, official school activity, state-recognized religious holiday, active military service that is of a reasonable brief duration, or other verified absences deemed appropriate by the instructor. Students must consult with instructors regarding the completion of make-up work. 

Absences do not exempt students from academic requirements. Excessive absences, even if documented, may result in a student failing the course.   An incomplete may be granted if the student has a passing grade, but only if the instructor determines that it is feasible for the student to successfully complete remaining assignments after the semester. Pursuant to university policy, such determinations are within the discretion of the instructor. 

Calendar of Classes, Sessions, Activities, Readings, Examinations & Assignments:

	The Course Calendar can be found at the end of this document.  Schedule & Assignments are tentative and are subject to change.  Links to all course readings will be posted on the course Blackboard site.  All changes will be posted on Blackboard.


Student Expectations:

Students are expected to complete assigned readings and review any applicable pathophysiology or pharmacology topics prior to class. Classroom time will be spent developing nursing knowledge pertaining to specific content.  Students are encouraged to make appointments with faculty members if they are in need of consultation.

Students will attend laboratory or clinical activities as scheduled by clinical faculty.  Clinical assignments will include inpatient, outpatient, and alternative care settings.  Students must be prepared for patient care and may be required to choose a patient the day before the inpatient clinical experience, as specified by the clinical instructor.

Students should carry a folder that contains all clinically related paperwork to the hospital.  Students must comply with agency requirements associated with confidentiality.  For example, actual patient names or medical record numbers should not be included on the student’s clinical papers.  When assigned, students are expected to attend alternative and outpatient settings during the hours of operation of that setting.  Students must have appropriate means of transportation to clinical sites.  All clinical absences will be required to be made up.

All students must meet agency requirements prior to attending clinical activities.  Immunization requirements must be complete for the entire semester prior to the first day of class.  Due to agency requirements, student immunizations and CPR certification may not “expire” during the semester.  Students are responsible for ensuring all immunization requirements are complete and submitted to Student Health Services in Denton.  Each student must have a current certificate in Professional/Health Care Provider Basic Life Support (CPR).  Failure to comply with immunization and CPR policies will result in administrative withdrawal from the course for the semester.

Clinical Orientation:

Students must be up-to-date with all immunizations and CPR in order to attend clinical orientation at each clinical facility.  Failure to provide proof of current immunization status from your Portal print-out and CPR documentation will result in you being unable to attend clinical orientation.  Lack of clinical orientation will ultimately result in you being unable to participate in your assigned clinical this semester. 

Use of Email and Blackboard:

Email and Blackboard are communication and teaching modalities that are used extensively in this course.  All students are expected to access, navigate, and utilize these modalities on a regular basis.  Failure of a student to receive messages, announcements, or assignments sent or posted via these modalities may jeopardize the student's progress in the course and does not constitute a viable excuse for failing to meet course requirements and expectations. 

Preliminary grades are often posted on Blackboard as a convenience for students.  However, these grades are not considered official; only those grades submitted to the registrar's office at the end of the semester are official.  Official final grades can be accessed on Portal after completion of the semester.

Students must have access to a computer and internet access.  The TWU Computer Lab is available for the student’s use.  Microsoft Word and PowerPoint are the programs to be used in completion of course assignments.  

Student Concerns:

If any student has academic concerns regarding a course during the semester, these concerns should be first directed to the clinical faculty and/or course faculty.  If the concerns are not resolved to the student's satisfaction, the concerns should be brought to the course manager or a student representative.  Any personal concerns regarding a student or a faculty member that cannot be resolved at the faculty level should be directed to the Associate Dean.  If the student concerns are not resolved to the student's satisfaction, concerns may be directed to the Dallas Academic Appeals Committee or University Appeals Committee (Please refer to the College of Nursing Appeals Procedure).

Classroom Behaviors:

Anyone desiring to tape or video record formal presentations or informal discussions must receive permission of the person presenting the information prior to the scheduled time of the presentation.

When in the classroom, cell phones and beepers must be set to vibrate or turned off; students must leave the room to use the cell phone.  Students are responsible for obtaining information missed during absence from class for phone calls. 

It is understandable that students might be unavoidably late for a class.  Students who arrive after class has started should be seated as to avoid disruption to fellow classmates.

Many of our classes are interactive and require student and faculty movement.  Students are expected to participate in all classroom activities.

Testing Behaviors:

Student identification (ID) badges are required to admission to all exams.  Students must use their correct student ID number on all scantrons.  Students are expected to place all personal belongings at the front of the classroom prior to the scheduled test time.  All cell phones and other recording devices must be turned off and placed in the front of the classroom.  Students are expected to bring pencils and basic calculators to exams; scantrons will be provided as needed.  Exam scoring calculation is based solely on student’s written scantron form.  Answers written on the test booklet will not be considered in the calculation of exam grade. All testing materials, including scratch paper is to be turned in at the end of the exam.  It is the student’s responsibility to collect all personal items.

Students are asked to vacate the hallway immediately after exiting an exam in any course.   The talking noise produced by students standing directly outside testing rooms is distracting to students who are still taking the exam and disadvantages these students.   Please be considerate of your peers and move to the computer lab or another floor after your exam is completed.

Test review is by appointment only with assigned clinical faculty.  Faculty may offer small group or individual test reviews at their discretion.  Students assigned to adjunct faculty may make an appointment with the course manager or other designated course faculty.  All appointments to review exams must be made within two weeks following the exam.  There will be no test review following the final exam.

 

Absences from scheduled examinations:

When a student is absent from an announced examination, the following procedure shall be followed:

1. The student will contact the course manager by telephone prior to the starting time of the examination (214-689-6618).  The student will leave his/her name, telephone number, time called, and reason for absence.  At the option of the instructor, a return call to the student may be made.
2. All valid excuses must fall under guidelines created by the University policy as stated in the Student Handbook.  “The only excused absences are for (1) illness certified by a personal physician, (2) serious illness or death in the student’s immediate family, (3) an official school activity, (4) a state-recognized religious holiday, or (5) other verified absences deemed appropriate by the instructor.”
3. Upon returning to the University, the student shall present the appropriate faculty member with sufficient verbal or written documentation of the circumstances regarding the nature of the absence.  Telephone contact as described in paragraph one (1) is required regardless of circumstances
4. Students must schedule to take a missed examination the first day the student is able to return to the University, not the first day the student has a scheduled class after the absence.  Note that if the first day of return is a clinical day, the student is expected to make arrangements to take the exam following clinical activities.  Family and work obligations may need to be rearranged in order to meet this class requirement.  If the student has to make up more than one exam, the exams must be coordinated between faculty members.  Under certain circumstances, a student may be obligated to take two make-up exams in one day.  The student is accountable to schedule the time of the make-up examination with the course manager. 
5. Students who miss an exam may be given an alternate exam of similar contents.  The make-up exam may have a different format from the original exam.
6. Failure to follow this procedure will result in the student forfeiting 15% of the grade on the examination. 

Lateness to Announced Examinations:

Students are expected to be on time for announced tests.  It is recognized that there are instances when a student may be unavoidably late.  However, if students are late, no extra time will be permitted in test taking.  All papers must be handed in at the end of the scheduled test time.

Clinical Guidelines:
General Information: 

Pediatric healthcare occurs in a variety of settings, including inpatient and outpatient settings, as well as schools and community agencies.  This clinical rotation will expose students to more than just the hospital setting.

General Guidelines for Clinicals:

1. Advance preparation is essential.  Failure to prepare for clinical will result in a failing clinical evaluation score for the day.  Individual faculty will provide guidelines for appropriate preparation in each clinical site.

2. Students are expected to bring the following equipment to clinicals: a stethoscope, calculator, black pen, penlight, and watch with second hand.

3. Students are expected to arrive on time for clinical assignments and for clinical post conference.

4. All absences must be made up.  The make-up assignment will be at the discretion of the clinical instructor and will be equivalent to the clinical experience and the number of hours missed.  Students may have no more than one unexcused absence from clinical.  Students with more than two clinical absences might not be able to make up the number of hours missed.  Students with two or more absences may be counseled to drop the class before the drop deadline to avoid failing clinical.

5. Hospitalized children are especially vulnerable to contagious agents.  Therefore, students who have a contagious illness are prohibited from attending clinical.  Contagious symptoms include, but are not limited to, fever, vomiting, diarrhea, runny nose, sneezing, and coughing.  Students with any of these symptoms are expected to contact his/her clinical instructor as described under “Absences from Clinical.”  Instructors may send students home from clinical if they appear ill; such students will be required to make up the hours missed.

6. Appropriate clothing must be worn for all clinical and lab experiences.  Uniforms (as described below) must be worn for all laboratory and simulation activities, as well as for inpatient facilities. Any student in violation of the dress code will be sent home and given a clinical failure for the day that cannot be made up.

Alternate Clinical Assignments:

1. Students may have opportunities to participate in a variety of clinical experiences located in the D/FW metroplex outside of their assigned inpatient setting.  The student is expected to attend alternate site experiences during the regular hours of operation of the alternate site, which may differ somewhat from the regularly scheduled clinical. Students are responsible for arranging transportation to alternate sites.

2. Students are expected to attend clinical post conference as directed by clinical instructor if they are attending an alternate site experience for that week.

3. Students must complete alternate paperwork for the alternate site experience.

Care Planning:

Students are responsible to being prepared to care for patients in the clinical setting.  Required pre-clinical paperwork must be completed prior to clinical as assigned by the instructor.  At the beginning of the clinical day, students should be prepared to discuss their plans of care with the instructor.  The students should be prepared to discuss the actual implementation and evaluation of care for their patients during group post conference

Patient Care Routines:

1. Students performing procedures for the first time must do so under the direct supervision of the instructor.  The instructor may subsequently allow the student to perform the procedure under the guidance of a nurse preceptor.

2. Students should be familiar with the institutional policy and procedure governing procedures.  It is the responsibility of the student to take the time to review this information prior to performing procedures for the first time.  Depending on agency policies, students may not be able to perform certain procedures.

3. The staff nurse bears primary responsibility for patients.  Students should communicate with the assigned nurse throughout the clinical rotation and give verbal report to this nurse at the end of the assigned clinical shift.

4. Medical records are confidential.  Students may never copy or print pages from a patient’s chart for the purpose of completing an assignment.

Medication Administration:
1. All students must successfully complete a medication calculation/administration lab in order to pass the course.  The lab will include both pediatric math calculations and pediatric medication administration.  Students who do not complete the lab activity successfully must seek remediation until successful.

2. Students may not give medications independently in the pediatric setting.  After being “checked off” by the instructor, students may be allowed to give PO medications (but only after they are checked against the MAR by a RN or the instructor), depending on agency protocol.  The instructor or a RN will supervise administration of parenteral medications.

3. Students are expected to know the action, side effects, and nursing implications of drugs BEFORE administering the medications.  Students must also know the safe/therapeutic dose for the medication and whether the amount being given is the correct/safe amount.

4. Students may not take verbal or telephone orders from a physician or sign off written orders.

5. Students may not handle chemotherapeutic agents.

6. Students are expected to follow the “5 Rights” when administering medications.  No medications may be given to a patient who is not wearing an armband!

Absences from Clinical: 

When a student must be absent from clinical, the following policy must be followed:

1. The student will contact the clinical instructor by telephone prior to the beginning of the scheduled clinical.  The student will leave his/her name, telephone number, and reason for absence with the instructor.  If scheduled for an alternative clinical experience, the student will also notify the clinical agency by telephone.  The student will receive the name of the person taking the message and the time the call was completed.  At the option of the instructor, a return call to the student may be made.  Failure to notify the instructor AND clinical agency will result in a clinical failure for unprofessional conduct.

2. All valid excuses must fall under guidelines created by the University policy as stated in the Student Handbook.  “The only excused absences are for (1) illness certified by a personal physician, (2) serious illness or death in the student’s immediate family, (3) an official school activity, (4) a state-recognized religious holiday, or (5) other verified absences deemed appropriate by the instructor.”

3. All absences, regardless of reason, must be made up.

Uniform Policy:

The uniform policy of the agency in which the student practices must be followed.  In addition, the student must comply with the TWU Guidelines.  When there are questions not specifically addressed in this policy, it is the faculty member’s role to determine what constitutes professional appearance. 

Clothing: 

1. Uniform: The official undergraduate nursing student uniform is maroon or wine colored pants (or skirt) with a white top (or dress) with the triangular Texas Woman’s University College of Nursing patch on the left sleeve.  In some clinicals, for example, pediatrics, students may wear scrub or uniform tops that comply with hospital rules and which are consistent with what is worn in the clinical agency. 
2. Identification - pins/patches: Must be worn on uniform and lab coats. The TWU patch is to be worn on the left sleeve of the uniform and lab coat. The name pin is to be worn on the left side of the chest at top pocket level. The name should be followed by "S.N." (Student Nurse) or "R.N." (Registered Nurse), whichever applies.  Student Nurse may be spelled out on the second line of the name pin. Texas Woman’s University may be on the third line.

3. Shoes: White or black professional nursing shoes or plain white or black leather (all white or black with no colored trim) low top athletic shoes are to be worn with the white uniform. 

4. Hosiery: Solid white socks should be worn with pants. Solid white hose should be worn with dress style uniforms. When wearing athletic shoes with dresses, solid white socks should not be visible above the shoes.  

5. Sweater or Scrub Jacket: White or navy blue washable sweater or scrub jacket with TWU patch on left sleeve. 

6. Preclinical Attire: Appropriate, professional-looking attire is mandatory. (No jeans).  Lab coats will be worn during preclinical visits.  Professional-looking attire includes wearing hose (or socks) and closed toe shoes.  As noted below, wearing perfumed products is forbidden.  Other personal habits (see below) should be observed for preclinical visits.

7. Laboratory Coats: A white lab coat with TWU patch and name pin is to be worn over street clothes when the student is in the hospital on school business other than direct patient care. Full length or 3/4 length lab coats will be required in some clinical areas. 

8. Other Clothing: Faculty will inform students if clothing other than official uniform is to be worn for a clinical experience. 

General Appearance:

1. Clothing: Should be clean and wrinkle free.  Skirts should reach the knees.  Shirts should be buttoned or zipped. When wearing white scrubs or white tops, tee-shirts or other undergarments that are worn underneath should be white and not have visible pictures, prints, logos, etc.  Shoes should be clean and polished.

2. Hair: Hair management must conform to infection control guidelines and standards of professional appearance. Hair should be off the collar and pulled back.  Hair must be only natural hair colors: no decorative hair colors, etc. 

3. Cosmetics: Should be conservative.  Do not wear perfumed products. 

4. Fingernails: Should be short and neatly trimmed. Clear polish only. No artificial nails. 

5. Jewelry: No jewelry, with the following exceptions: (a) watch, (b) plain wedding band, (c) stud/button style earrings, (d) keepsakes on chains long enough to be concealed under the uniforms. 

6. Body piercing:  No more than two (2) studs or button style earrings per ear lobe; no visible body piercings – that is, no tongue, no nose, no eyebrow piercings, etc.

7. Body art: No visible tattoos are allowed. 

Personal Habits:

1. Personal Hygiene: Good personal hygiene is mandatory.  Unclean, unkempt appearance, unpleasant body or breath odors, including smoke odors, are not acceptable.  Strong scents are to be avoided, as noted above.

2. Uniform: The uniform and lab coat are not for street attire. The TWU patch and identification pin may not be worn while working for a salary. 

3. Eating: Eating should be confined to appropriate areas.  No chewing gum while in uniform and/or in clinical areas. 

4. Smoking: Smoking and use of other tobacco products are discouraged and must be confined to designated areas.

5. Language: Polite, professional in nature.  No profanity or vulgar slang.
**Additional clinical guidelines may apply per your clinical faculty.**

Clinical Evaluation:  All students are required to electronically acknowledge receipt of and adherence to the clinical evaluation tool in the Blackboard course.
Clinical progress will be documented on two forms, the Baccalaureate Program: Standardized Clinical Evaluation Criteria and the Clinical Evaluation Summary. Your course faculty will orient you to these evaluations early in the semester. Please be aware that it is a Core Expectation as delineated on the Clinical Evaluation Summary that ALL students comply with the policies of the clinical agency, the College of Nursing, and the University. As such, any student who lacks current immunization records or current CPR documentation will be administratively dropped from clinical courses. 

You are expected to read both of the aforementioned Clinical Evaluation documents that will be provided by your faculty. Be advised that there are 5 Core Expectations that will be assessed in addition to the leveled evaluation behaviors described in the documents. Failure to fulfill any of these Core Expectations may result in immediate corrective action as determined by faculty, including but not limited to, failure of the clinical day, failure of the course or expulsion from the nursing program.
TWU College of Nursing:  Core Performance Standards for Admission and Progression

 (From CON Student Handbook)

	Issue
	Standard
	Examples of nursing activities (not inclusive)

	Critical Thinking 

Cognitive Ability
	Critical thinking sufficient for clinical judgment
	Ability to handle multiple tasks and problem solve simultaneously. Identify cause-effect relationships in clinical situations; utilize the nursing process in developing nursing care plans; and perform dosage calculations in a time frame to deliver safe care.

	Interpersonal
	Interpersonal abilities sufficient to interact with individuals, families, and groups from a variety of social, cultural, and intellectual backgrounds.
	Establish rapport and maintain professional demeanor with patient/client, family, and colleagues.

	Communication
	Communication abilities sufficient for interaction with others in verbal and written form. Communication is understandable to others.
	Explain treatment procedures, initiate health teaching, document and interpret nursing actions and patient/client responses.

	Mobility
	Physical abilities sufficient to move from room to room and maneuver in small spaces.
	Moves around in patient's rooms, work spaces, and treatment areas and can administer cardiopulmonary procedures. Able to coordinate eyes and hands or fingers rapidly and accurately in making precise movements with speed when providing patient care.

	Motor Skills
	Gross and fine motor abilities sufficient to provide safe and effective nursing care.
	Motor skills of lifting, carrying, pushing, and pulling are required. Physical ability to lift and transfer 50 pounds and carrying of objects up to 25 pounds. Physical ability of bending or stooping 1 inch from the floor and of reaching overhead to retrieve or place items on patient/unit shelves; to intermittently push objects over 100 pounds; stand/walk for 8 -12 hours.

	Visual
	Visual ability sufficient for observation and 

assessment necessary in nursing care
	Assess and observe patient/client responses; able to identify and distinguish colors and shades of the same color.

	Tactile
	Tactile ability sufficient for physical assessment
	Finger dexterity to perform palpation and percussion functions of physical examination and/or those related to therapeutic intervention, e.g., insertion of a catheter. Perceives attributes of object such as size, shape, temperature, or texture


 Optional Requirements: 

	N/A


Tentative Calendar of Classes & Assignments:

	DATE
	CONTENT
	READINGS/PREPARATION

	Jan. 13 – First Day of Class

MONDAY

Class/Lab day for all students (Room 2702)


	Introduction to Class

Communicating w/ Children

Pediatric Assessment


	Review syllabus & Schedule

See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work



	Jan. 15 – Lab day for all students

WEDNESDAY
	Pediatric Medication Considerations

Pediatric Assessment Practice

Pediatric Skills Variations
Prerequisites for entry:

1. Lab prep assignments
	See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Jan. 20 – No Class
	University Closed for MLK Day
	

	Jan. 22 – Lab day for all students

WEDNESDAY
	Growth & Development Lab

Prerequisites for entry:

1. Lab prep assignments
	See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Jan. 27 – Feb. 1 (as scheduled, Head Start of Greater Dallas & TWU, 4th Floor Lab)

	Medication Calculation Lab

Prerequisites for entry:

1. Simulation prep assignments
	Online module & practice test

Calculate with Confidence

See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Feb. 3 – Class (Room 2702)
	Respiratory Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Feb. 10 – Exam

(Room 2702)
	Exam 1
	**Pain guest speaker after exam**

	Feb. 17 – Class (Room 2702)
	Cardiac Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Feb. 24 – Class (Room 2702) 
	Neurologic Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Mar. 3 – Class (Room 2702)
	GI Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Mar. 10 – Mar. 14 – No Class
	University Closed for Spring Break
	

	Mar. 17 – Exam

(Room 2702)
	Exam 2
	**Class/module after exam TBA** 

	Mar. 17 – Mar. 22 (as scheduled, 4th Floor Lab)
	Prioritization Simulation

Prerequisite for entry:

1. Simulation prep assignments
	See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Mar. 24 – Class (Room 2702)
	Hematology/Oncology Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Mar. 31 – Class (Room 2702)
	Renal/Reproductive Disorders

Child Abuse
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Apr. 7 – Class (Room 2702)
	Skin Disorders/Infectious Disease
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Apr. 14 – Class (Room 2702)
	Endocrine Disorders

Musculoskeletal Disorders
	See Blackboard/Live Binders for Readings

	Apr. 23 – Apr. 25 (as scheduled, 4th Floor Lab)

Alternate week is Apr. 10 – Apr. 12
	Senior 1 Level Simulation (Adult Health II/Child Health)

Prerequisite for entry:

1. Simulation prep assignments
	See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Apr. 21 – Exam
(Room 2702)
	Exam 3
	**Class/module after exam TBA**

	Apr. 28 – Class TBA
	TBA Class/Clinical. Review schedules as clinical faculty may  have class or clinical activities scheduled for this date
	

	May 5 – Final Exam 8am-10am (Room TBA)
	Comprehensive Final Exam
	**There is NO test review for the final exam**

	Spring 2014 – As scheduled by clinical faculty
	Evolving Case Simulation (to be completed in clinical post-conference)
	See Blackboard for schedule and assigned prep work

	Spring 2014 – Self – paced modules
	Pediatric Cultural Considerations

Nutrition/Nutritional Disorders

Immunization Modules 1 – 4
	See Blackboard/Live Binders/exam blueprints for information


THE STUDENT IS ACCOUNTABLE FOR FOLLOWING THE PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THIS SYLLABUS.  THE FACULTY IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR INITITATING CONTACT WITH A STUDENT ABSENT FROM CLASS, CLINICAL ACTIVITIES, OR A SCHEDULED EXAMINATION. 
Updated 1/9/14 NF

