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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Theory and practice of holistic health assessment of individuals and families across the life span with emphasis on normal findings.

CREDIT HOURS AND 
3 Credit hours per semester
CLOCK HOURS:
Tuesdays; Lecture/discussion 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 


Room 212

Clinical (labs) on Tuesday

11:00-2:00; 12:30-3:30; 2:00-5:00; 3:30-6:30


Simulation Labs: Meet at the Smart Hospital
PLACEMENT IN 

CURRICULUM: 
Junior I

PREREQUISITES:
NURS 3333 or concurrent enrollment.

FACULTY:
	Lead instructor

Tami Wright, RN, MSN

Office # 540
Office hours: Monday 10-11 or by appt.

Office phone: 817-272-2776

Cell phone:  817-235-1545

Fax: 817-272-5006
	Beverly Ewing RN, MSN

Clinical Instructor  

Office # 538

Office Hours: TBA 

Office phone: 817-272-2776

Fax: 817: 272-5006

	Donna Cleary  APRN, BC, AE-C

Clinical Instructor 

Office # 502

Office Hours: TBA

Office phone: 817-272-2776

Fax: 817: 272-5006
	Brandee Miles MS, RN, CS, FNP

Clinical Instructor 

Office # 544A

Office hours: TBA

Office phone:  817-272-2776

Fax:  817-272-5006


NOTE: Please use the WebCT e-mail for normal correspondence with lead instructor.  For other instructors, please ask how they would like normal correspondence.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
	1.  Utilize basic principles, techniques, and tools for physical assessment.
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Lab Write-ups

4.  Classroom Exams

	2.  Interpret and analyze normal and abnormal assessment findings for individuals across the lifespan. 

3. Application of data analysis to develop and prioritize nursing diagnosis. 

4. Application of the nursing process to problem solve as applicable to health assessment. 
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Classroom Exams

4.  Workbook

5.  Case Studies

6.  Culture Lab

7.  Lab Write-ups

8. OSCE Write-up Paper

	5. Relate variations from normal assessment findings to selected pathophysiological processes.
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Classroom Exams

4.  Workbook

5.  OSCE Write-up Paper

	6. Integrate social, psychological, cultural, and spiritual factors into assessment across the lifespan.
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Classroom Exams

4.  Workbook

5.  Culture Lab

6.  Lab Write-ups

	7. Perform a holistic health assessment.
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Workbook

4.  Culture Lab

5.  Lab Write-ups

6. OSCE Write-up Paper

	8. Use effective communication techniques to perform a holistic health assessment to individuals across the lifespan.
	1.  Midterm OSCE

2.  Final OSCE

3.  Classroom Exams

4.  Culture Lab

5.  Lab Write-ups

6.  OSCE Write-up Paper


EVALUATION METHODS:
Exams:  

· There are three unit exams and one final exam. Blueprints for unit exams and final exam will be posted on WebCT in advance of the testing.   

· Exams may include multiple choice, matching, short answer questions/matching/picture identification.
· No extra credit questions are included. 
· You must pass the exams with an overall average of 70% to pass the course. The final weighted average of your combined exam grades must be at least 70% to pass the course. 
· If you make less than 70% on any exam, you must schedule an appointment to meet with the Lead Teacher, as well as with Kris Nelson as soon as possible for assistance.  

· All exams are cumulative. 

Missed Exams: 

· MISSED EXAMS: The lead teacher must be notified in advance of any potential for missing
an exam. The student, not someone else, must notify lead teacher by WebCT email or phone message prior to exam test time. Make-up exams will only be given for approved absences. Written verification for any absence is required; such documentation must be supplied in      person to the Lead Teacher (or designee) within 48 hours of the missed exam, unless the Lead Teacher approves an extension. Poor planning is not an approved absence. Make-up exams      will be given within one week, or the student will receive a zero (0).  The format may differ  from regularly scheduled exam (may be short answer, discussion, alternative question format, etc.)  Students who miss more than one exam will enter into a Learning Contract with   their clinical instructor and the Lead Teacher. The Learning Contract may include additional assignments to be completed successfully. If the student does not achieve the outcomes set forth in the Learning Contract, by the time specified, this will result in a course failure. 

· LATE FOR EXAM: No extra time will be given if you arrive late to take an exam. If        another student has completed the exam by the time the student arrives, the late student will   take a different exam (see “missed exams”) within 1 week at the Lead Teacher’s discretion, or receive a zero. Students who are late for an exam on more than 1 occasion, will enter into
a Learning Contract with their clinical instructor and the Lead Teacher. The Learning 
Contract may include additional assignments to be completed successfully. If the student 
does not achieve the outcomes set forth in the Learning Contract, by the time specified,
this will result in a course failure.
Exam Reviews:  

· Test reviews will be available after each Unit Exam at a time to be announced by the lead teacher. Reviews will not be available until every student has completed the exam.   
· No electronic devices of ANY KIND, or cell phones will be allowed during a review. 

Exam Guidelines:

· Students must present the UTA student ID or other picture ID in order to take an exam or an OSCE. 

· Answer sheets must be covered at all times.

· No talking between students is allowed during testing.

· All cell phones, pagers, PDAs, laptop computers, and any other electronic devices must be     turned off and placed at the front or side of the room

· No food or drink containers will be allowed on desks during testing.

· Purses, backpacks and all class materials are to be placed at the front or side of the room during
the test period. 

· Only instructor-given materials may be on the desk (test, scantron, scratch paper, etc.) 

· Students are expected to keep their eyes on their own paper and not look about the room during exams. The exam proctor will move you to a different seat if this requirement is not followed.

· Students are responsible for using a pencil for ALL tests, quizzes, and evaluation scantrons. Scantrons written in pen will NOT be graded. The student will receive a zero for that exam. Remember to bring pencils to all classes and exams and have them sharpened before test time.

· Scantrons mutilated with holes, etc. will not be hand graded.

· Head phones may not be used during tests. Ear plugs are acceptable.
· Baseball caps, hats with brims, etc. must be removed or turned so that the “bill” of the cap is at    the back of the head during tests.

· Students must fill in complete scantron test and have name, student ID number and all answers bubbled on the scantron when time is called. Students may not bubble in answers or information after time is called. All pencils are to be placed on the table when time is called. Anyone observed with a pencil in hand after time is called risks receiving a zero for that quiz or test.

· All testing materials must be returned at the end of the exam.

· Students are requested to maintain a quiet atmosphere in the hallway if finished ahead of classmates.

· Students arriving after other student(s) have completed the exam and/or left the room will not be permitted to take the regularly scheduled exam. A make-up exam will be required.

· Please use the restroom facilities before the test. If you must leave during the test to go to the restroom, you must ensure that cell phones, purses, etc. are left in the exam room. You may be accompanied to the restroom by faculty.

· Non-compliance with these guidelines will result in disciplinary action and may result in course failure.

· The lead teacher will counsel students experiencing difficulty in the course. It is the student’s responsibility to make an appointment with the lead teacher in order to discuss progress in the course.
· Any student who makes less than 70% on any exam must see Kris Nelson for remediation, as well as the Lead Teacher.
Testing Environment
Although faculty strives to provide a quiet learning/testing environment there may be noises and distractions in any testing environment that are beyond the control of the exam proctors.  If a student feels that the testing environment is unduly noisy or distracting for any reason, it is the responsibility of the student to report this to an exam proctor as soon as possible during the exam so corrective action may be taken.

Protocol for Test Review:

· Test review will be held at a specified time after each exam by the lead teacher/course faculty. Test reviews may be postponed until all students have completed the testing.
· There will be no writing during the test review. No pens, pencils, calculators, pagers, or cell phones may be used during the test review except for submitting question rationales (See below)
· While test reviews are optional, individual appointments for test reviews will not be scheduled routinely, unless, as is listed above, the student scores less than 70% on an exam.
· Students will be asked to submit written support of their positions on exam items in question. Positions should be backed by text references. Textbook may be brought to test review for quick reference but test review time will not be extended for “search” issues.
FINAL REVIEW WEEK

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabi. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week.  Classes are held as scheduled during this week and lectures and presentations may be given.

Quizzes and Classroom Activities
Quizzes and Classroom Activities will be given every week during the semester. Quizzes include scheduled quizzes taken online via the Evolve website, unannounced paper and pencil quizzes given during class, and Classroom Exercises, including the Culture Self-Evaluation or other assigned activities. Additional guidelines for Quizzes, will be detailed in the Lab Packet, available on WebCT, including dates for submission of online quizzes. If a student misses class, whether for an excused or unexcused absence, any classroom quiz or exercise given that day may not be made up, and the student will receive a grade of zero (0). If a student arrives late to class or after the quiz or activity has started, no extra time will be allowed; the student may take the quiz or complete the activity until time is called. Students will be allowed to “drop” one quiz grade over the course of the semester. 
Lab Attendance & Make-ups:
· Attendance in all Tuesday labs is required, including the Simulation Labs.
· Lab times will vary on days we have an OSCE.

· Labs will typically occur in the scheduled Lab rooms except on days during Simulation, the group will meet at the Smart Hospital.
· Students must wear UTA School of Nursing uniforms in the lab. No jeans. Uniform rules 
apply in the lab setting, no piercings/tattoos showing, dangling earrings, hair off collar,            etc. Should you not be in compliance with the dress code, you will be sent home and assigned an unexcused absence. Refer to UTASON Undergraduate Student Handbook-      2007-2008 for more information.
· Picture IDs are to be worn while in lab.  

· As a rule if you are in uniform for lab, then you are to wear exercise wear underneath.       Exercise wear is required in order for a student to be able to assess his/her partner and vice  versa. 

· We do not do breast, genital, anus/rectum, or prostate exams on each other. 

· Anytime you are in lab and in uniform you are to wear a watch and bring your stethoscope. If you are not prepared for lab with the appropriate exercise attire and supplies you will be sent home and assigned an unexcused absence.  Lab is considered a clinical area and clinical time. Therefore you should be prepared for verbal quizzes regarding current week’s material and past weeks’ material at all times. In addition you should be prepared to perform any skills that have been taught at any time. This includes knowing rationales, understanding the differences between normal and abnormal exam findings and the meaning of abnormal findings. 
· It is your responsibility to attend all labs. 

· All absences must be approved by your clinical instructor PRIOR to the absence.    Absences include but are not limited to arriving late, leaving early, missing any portion     of the lab, or missing the entire lab. If you must be absent for a lab, notify your lab instructor before the lab, via email in WebCT or telephone. This is similar to what is required in the professional nursing field, and this is part of professional socialization. If your clinical    instructor is not notified of an absence prior to the lab it will be considered an unexcused absence. 
· In the event that you have 2 unexcused absences from lab you will fail the clinical portion     of health assessment as you are demonstrating an inability to socialize into the professional   role of a nurse. A failure in clinical constitutes a course failure. After the first unexcused lab occurs, students will enter into a Learning Contract with their clinical faculty and the  Lead Teacher, to identify expected outcomes. Should a second unexcused lab occur a clinical failure will result. 
· All absences from lab must be made up. Clinical hours will be made up in a manner        determined by your lab instructor in consultation with the Lead Teacher. Under normal circumstances, missed labs must be made up within one week of the missed lab, or you are subject to clinical failure. 

· If you wish to discuss a grade received in lab, you must first meet with the lab instructor       before setting an appointment with the lead instructor.
Clinical Experience:
Important Lab Information:

· Weekly Lab Practice & Documentation: Lab time is to be used to practice subjective and objective data collection. During lab you will choose a lab partner with whom to work. You are responsible for interviewing and examining your lab partner on a weekly basis. The questions you are to use to interview your partner are located in the lab manual, textbook and class notes. You are to collect the subjective data and perform the physical exam techniques covered during that section on your lab partner, and document the result of the examination.  

· Weekly lab write-ups are assigned by the Clinical Lab Faculty and must be completed in           order to pass the course. Instructors will give written feedback to assist the student to excel in 
documentation, and to be successful in writing the final OSCE Write-up paper. Weekly write-

ups are due at the beginning of the next lab. This assignment is graded as pass or fail. If  

assignments or late or not turned in, the student will enter into a Learning Contract 

with their clinical Faculty and the Lead Teacher to identify expected learning outcomes. 
If the student does not achieve the outcomes set forth in the Learning Contract, by the  

time specified, this will result in a clinical/course failure. 

· Other assignments may be given as part of the lab experience, including the Genogram Assignment, the 25 Blood Pressures Assignment, or other assignments given during the semester. These assignments are graded as Pass/Fail, the same as weekly write-ups. See       guidelines in the Lab Packet. 

· Assessment Clinical experience in the hospital setting:. Each Clinical Lab Instructor will accompany students to the hospital setting, in conjunction with the Foundations Course, and assist the student to develop and improve patient assessment skills. This will occur on two (2) occasions during the regular course of the semester. The instructors will informally evaluate students and provide feedback, but the experience will not result in a formal grade.
Skill Check off (OSCE - Objective Structured Clinical Exam): 

· Midterm and final check offs (OSCE) will be conducted by the clinical lab instructors 
(during the course of the semester). Full instructions and expectations are available in the 
lab packet. If a student is absent for either OSCE, the Clinical Instructor and/or Lead Teacher must be notified via WebCT e-mail or by telephone in advance. Written verification will be required for any such absence; such documentation must be supplied in person to the 
Lead Teacher (or designee) within 48 hours of the missed OSCE, unless the Lead 
Teacher approves an extension. 
· The student will have 2 attempts to successfully complete each OSCE. 
· In the event that a student’s grade on either OSCE is not a minimum of 90% the entire OSCE must be repeated and may only be repeated one time. 
· The student will be directed to meet with the Clinical Lab Instructor and/or Lead Instructor 
to discuss remediation. Remediation will be provided by GTA’s, Clinical Lab Assistants 
and/or the clinical lab instructor as needed for successful completion. However, all check 
offs must be completed successfully to pass the clinical part of the course. Please note 
that a clinical failure constitutes a course failure. 
· If a student fails either OSCE, the second attempt will be observed by two faculty members.   The second attempt MAY also be videotaped. 
· Should the score remain below 90%, then the student will fail the OSCE. A failure of  either OSCE will result in a clinical failure and subsequent course failure. If the failure occurs before the drop date at mid-term, the student must withdraw from the course to avoid failure.
Equipment:  Each student is responsible for knowing how to operate his/her equipment in the lab and for check offs/OSCEs. 

Objective Structured Clinical Exams (OSCEs) 

Midterm OSCE 1 consists of performing physical examination skills on a partner. It may also 
include, but is not limited to, subjective data collection, vital signs, pictures for identification, 
sounds for normal or abnormal identification, and/or an application of the PQRSTU format to a 
clinical interview situation. The student will be expected to perform the examination technique, 
express rationales, what they are assessing, what is normal and the meaning of abnormal findings. 
Full expectations are located in the lab packet. A score of 90% is required for passing. If a student is 
unsuccessful (scores < 90% on two occasions) on the Mid-Term OSCE he/she must withdraw from the 
course. If a student withdraws from the course at any time, including failing the mid-term OSCE, 
he/she will be required to withdraw from Foundations as well, as concurrent enrollment is a 
requirement. 
Final OSCE 2 consists of performing physical examination skills on a partner. It may also include, but

is not limited to, subjective data collection, vital signs, pictures for identification, sounds for normal or 
abnormal identification, and/or an application of the PQRSTU format to a clinical interview situation. 
The student will be expected to perform the examination techniques, express rationales, what they are 
assessing, what is normal and the meaning of abnormal findings. Full expectations are located in the lab 

packet. A score of 90% is required for passing. Failure to score 90% or above will result in a course 
failure.
Final OSCE 2 Write-up Paper:
The Final OSCE will have a written component that comprises a separate grade. This paper is designed 
to assist you with integrating subjective and objective data into a written document. It will be completed
on the student lab partner from Assessment lab.  The student will be collecting subjective data and 
performing a physical exam during the final OSCE, and the student will write the findings into this Final 
OSCE Write-up paper. Full guidelines and expectations are located in the lab packet.  
Guidelines for Final OSCE 2Write-up Paper:    

· The Final OSCE Write-up paper is required. 

· Refer to the Lab Packet for specific guidelines on format. 

· Must be typed or it will not be accepted. In the event that a hand written paper is turned in,          it will be given back to the student and the student will be able to turn it in late with a point deduction assessed as described below. 

· Papers must be turned in on time prior to 8 am on the due date. 

· Three (3) points will be deducted per day for each day a paper is late. Day one is considered the due date, day 2 will start at 0800 the day following the due date, day 3 will begin at 0800   the day after day 2 and so on.  

Core Clinical Competencies (CCC) 

Core clinical competencies are defined as essential skills needed to practice professional registered nursing. They include but are not limited to vital signs, interviewing a patient, assessment of mental status, neurologic system, respiratory system, cardiac system, abdomen, musculoskeletal, and skin, hair and nails. These skills will be assessed as part of the Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCEs). 
WebCT Etiquette: See your Student Handbook

· Private study groups may be set up within our WebCT course. The lead teacher will monitor these sites periodically. WebCT rules for conduct in the Student Handbook apply to all WebCT use.  
The WebCT discussion board should be viewed as a public and professional forum for discussion.  Students are free to discuss academic matters and consult one another regarding academic resources.  The tone of postings on the WebCT discussion board should remain professional in nature.  It is not appropriate to post statements of a personal or political nature, or statements criticizing classmates or faculty.  Inappropriate statements will be deleted by the course faculty.  Announcements from student organizations may be posted with faculty permission.  Failure to comply may result in further action including removal from the discussion board.
TEACHING METHODS:
Lecture/Discussion Labs/Hands-on

Online videos

Classroom videos/DVDs
Demonstrations

Games



WebCT

Role Playing 


Simulation

Tickets/Case Studies
Classroom Exercises
Quizzes 
UTA SCHOOL OF NURSING GRADING CRITERIA

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 1) Internet access 2) WebCT ID & password (given to you) 3) Enrollment in Evolve Health Assessment Online Course
Course Requirements and Grading

	Quizzes & Classroom Assignments
	3%

	Exam 1
	15%

	Exam II (cumulative) 
	20%

	Exam III (cumulative
	20%

	Final Exam (cumulative) 
	25%

	OSCE II Write-up Paper  
	2% 

	Midterm OSCE I
	5%  (90% required to pass this OSCE) 

	Final OSCE II
	10% (90% required to pass this OSCE) 

	Weekly Lab Write-ups
	Pass/Fail

	Miscellaneous Weekly Lab Assignments (Genogram, 25 Blood Pressures, etc.)
	Pass/Fail


In order to successfully complete an undergraduate nursing course at UTA, the following minimum criteria must be met:

70% weighted average on proctored exams.

70% weighted average on major written assignments.

90% on math test (if applicable).

90% on practicum skills check offs (if applicable).

In undergraduate nursing courses, all grade calculations will be carried out to two decimal places and there will be no rounding of final grades. Letter grades for tests, written assignments and end-of-course grades, etc. shall be:

            A = 
90.00  – 
100.00

            B = 
80.00  –
89.99

            C = 
70.00  – 
79.99

            D = 
60.00  – 
69.99

The existing rule of C or better to progress remains in effect; therefore, to successfully complete a nursing course, students shall have a course grade of 70.00 or greater.

*FINAL GRADES ARE NOT ROUNDED

· To pass the course, you must have a 70% weighted average on your 4 exams. (example of how to calculate this is attached)

· This means the percentage of your grade from papers or OSCEs cannot help your exam grades. 

You must also make at least a 70% on each of your major written papers to pass the course.
To pass the course, you must have a 70% weighted average on your 4 exams. This means the 20% of your grade from papers, quizzes, classroom assignments, or the OSCEs cannot help your exam grades.
Figuring out your Test Grade with Weighted Averages

Example: This student made 100% on all exams:

	Exam 1
	15%    
	100
	x .20 =  15

	Exam 2
	20%
	100
	x .20 =  20

	Exam 3
	20%
	100
	x .20 =  20

	Final Exam
	25%
	100
	x .25 =  25

	Total
	80%
	
	Total = 80


Last step:  If you divide the 80 by 0.80 (70%—the weight of each exam to date) you will know         what the average weighted score is on exams, in this case 100.00. 

Example: This is the student who makes 70% on everything.

	
	Weight of exam
	Student grade
	How to figure

	Exam 1
	15%
	70
	x .15  = 10.5

	Exam 2
	20%
	70
	x .20  = 14

	Exam 3
	20%
	70
	x .20 = 14

	Final Exam
	25%
	70
	x .25  = 17.5 

	Total
	80%
	
	Total =  56


Last step:  If you divide the 56 by 0.80 (70%-the weight of each exam to date) you will know what the average weighted score is on exams, in this case 70.00. 

Grid for your Grades in Assessment 

	Tests
	Weight of exam
	Your grade
	How to figure

	Exam 1
	15%
	
	x .15 =  

	Exam 2
	20%
	
	x .20 =  

	Exam 3
	20%
	
	x .20 =

	Final exam
	25%
	
	x .25=  

	Total
	80%
	
	Total


Last step:  If you divide the total of the fourth column by 80% (the total weight of each of our exams) you will know your weighted average score. This is the sum total of the 70% of your grade. You must have 56.0 or more in column 4 to pass this course.

In undergraduate nursing courses, all grade calculations will be carried out to two decimal places and there will be no rounding of final grades. Letter grades for tests, written assignments and end-of-course grades, etc. shall be:
A = 
90.00 –
100.00

B = 
80.00 –
89.99

C = 
70.00 –
79.99

D = 
60.00 –
69.99
The existing rule of C or better to progress remains in effect; therefore, to successfully complete a nursing course, students shall have a course grade of 70.00 or greater.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: 

Jarvis, C. (2008). Physical Examination & Health Assessment (5th ed.), St. Louis: Saunders Elsevier.

Jarvis, C. (2008). Health Assessment Online for Physical Examination & Health Assessment, Version 2.


St. Louis: Saunders Elsevier.
Jarvis, C. (2008). Student Laboratory Manual for Physical Examination & Health Assessment, (5th ed.)

        
St. Louis: Saunders Elsevier.

Jarvis, C. (2008). Pocket Companion for Physical Examination & Health Assessment, (5th ed.).

            St. Louis: Saunders Elsevier.

Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). (2001). Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.

Any medical dictionary.

LIBRARY INFORMATION:
Helen Hough, Nursing Librarian



(817) 272-7429, Email:  hough@uta.edu


Research Information on Nursing:



http://www.uta.edu/library/research/rt-nursing.html
UNDERGRADUATE

SUPPORT STAFF:
Holly Woods, Administrative Assistant I, Senior II


646 Pickard Hall, (817) 272-2776 ext. 4811



Email:  hwoods@uta.edu


Suzanne Mandell, Sr. Secretary, Junior I & Senior I



645 Pickard Hall, (817)272-2776 ext. 4817



Email:  mandell@uta.edu


Kendra Erskine, Sr. Secretary, Pre-nursing & Junior II



644 Pickard Hall, (817) 272-2776 ext. 4833



Email: erskine@uta.edu
UTA INFORMATION

STUDENT CODE OF ETHICS:


The University of Texas at Arlington School of Nursing supports the Student Code of Ethics Policy.  Students are responsible for knowing and complying with the Code.  The Code can be found in the Student Handbook.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2).  For additional information please refer to the Student Handbook.

STATEMENT FOR AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.   Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

UTA 2008-2009 UNDERGRADUATE CATALOG POLICY FOR ADDING AND DROPPING COURSES OR WITHDRAWALS

Effective Fall 2006, adds and drops may be made through late registration either on the Web at MyMav or in person in the academic department offering the course. Drops may continue in person until a point in time two-thirds of the way through the semester, session, or term. Students are responsible for adhering to the following regulations concerning adds and drops.
a. A student may not add a course after the end of the late registration period.

b. No grade is posted if a student drops a course before 5:00 p.m. CST on the Census Date of that semester/term.

c. A student entering the University for the first time in Fall 2006, or thereafter, may accrue no more than a total of 15 semester credit-hours of coursework with a grade of W during his or her enrollment at the University.

d. A student may drop a course with a grade of "W" until the two-thirds point of the semester, session, or course offering period. 

e. Exceptions to this policy may be entertained because of extraordinary non-academic circumstances. Under such circumstances, approval must be received from the instructor, department chair, dean, and the Office of the Provost.

Students wanting to drop all courses for which they are enrolled must withdraw from the University for that semester/term. (Students should follow the procedure in the Withdrawal section of the UG Catalog.)

Fall drop date is October 31, 2008.

STUDENT SUPPORT:

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

SCHOOL OF NURSING INFORMATION:
APA FORMAT:
APA style manual will be used by the UTASON with some specific requirements for the undergraduate courses. www.uta.edu/nursing/APAFormat.pdf 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT GUIDELINES:

The Faculty of the BSN Program believes that classroom teaching has two goals: the provision of content pertinent to the discipline of nursing and the socialization of students into the professional role.  We are committed to providing the curriculum in an atmosphere conducive to student learning and in a manner that will prepare graduates to be successful in the health care workplace.  Refer to the Student Handbook for more information.

CLINICAL PASS/FAIL:

Clinical Failing Behaviors

Clinical failing behaviors are linked to the Texas Board of Nursing Standards of Professional Practice.  Issues related to professional conduct, management of stress, clarification of course, clinical assignment, and/or professional role expectations, may warrant clinical warnings, contracts for remediation, or course failure.

	Clinical Failing Behaviors
	Matched to NPA

	1.  Performance is unsafe.
	1,2,3,5,6,7,9,10,11,12,13,14,15

	2.  Questionable decisions are often made.
	1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15

	3.  Lacks insight into own behaviors and that of others.
	1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15

	4.  Difficulty in adapting to new ideas/functions.
	4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,13,14,15

	5.  Continues to need additional guidance and direction.
	1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,14,15


Standards of Professional Nursing Practice (BON 213.27, 217.11, 217.12)

1. Knows rationale for side effects of medications and treatments, and correctly administers same 217.00 (1) (C).

2. Documents nursing care accurately and completely, including signs and symptoms, nursing care rendered medication administration.  Contacts health care team concerning significant events in patient health 217.11 (1) (D).

3. Implements a safe environment for patients and/or others, i.e., bed rails up, universal precautions 217.11 (1) (B).

4. Respects client confidentiality 217.11 (1) (E).

5. Accepts assignments commensurate with educational level, preparation, experience and knowledge 217.11(1) (T).

6. Obtains instruction and supervision as necessary when implementing nursing procedures or practices 217.11(1) (H).

7. Notifies the appropriate supervisor when leaving an assignment 217.11(1) (I).

8. Recognizes and maintains professional boundaries of the nurse/patient relationship 217.11(1) (J).

9. Clarifies orders, treatments, that nurse has reason to believe are inaccurate, non-effective or contraindicated 217.11(1) (N).

10. Able to distinguish right from wrong 213.27(b) (2) (A).

11. Able to think and act rationally 213.27(b) (2) (B).

12. Able to keep promises and honor obligations 213.27(b) (2) (C).

13. Accountable for own behavior 213.27(b) (2) (D).

14. Able to promptly and fully self-disclose facts, circumstances, events, errors and omissions when these disclosures will enhance health status of patients or protect patients from unnecessary risk or harm 213.27(b) (2)(G).

Please refer to the Board of Nursing at www.BON.state.tx.us for any additional information regarding the Texas Nursing Practice Act.

CLINICAL DRESS CODE:

The clinical dress code applies to all graduate and undergraduate students of The University of Texas at Arlington School of Nursing (UTASON), and has two primary purposes:  to insure that, whenever in the clinical setting, students of the UTASON:  1) represent the nursing profession and UTASON in a professional and appropriate manner, and 2) are readily identifiable as students.

Students are to adhere to the dress code any time they present themselves to a clinical agency in the role of nursing student. This includes going to the agency prior to clinical to select a patient, arriving at the agency in street clothes to change into hospital scrubs, and attending post-conference or classroom time at the agency, as well as when attending clinical. Clinical faculty has final judgment on the appropriateness of student attire.  Refer to the Student Handbook for more information.

Award for Student Excellence in Clinical Nursing

This award is for an exceptional student who consistently exceeds the clinical expectations of the course.  The student will be honored at an awards ceremony at the end of the semester.  Clinical faculty will further discuss the award during the clinical rotation.

Criteria for selection:

· Consistently exceeds clinical performance standards in the application of theoretical concepts, evidence-based practice, and communication (written and verbal). 

· Demonstrates exemplary performance in the use of critical thinking and problem solving skills. 

· Demonstrates exemplary performance in the application of leadership principles and professionalism.

NO GIFT POLICY:

In accordance with Regents Rules and Regulations and the UTA Standards of Conduct, the School of Nursing has a “no gift” policy.  A donation to the UTA School of Nursing Scholarship Fund would be an appropriate way to recognize a faculty member’s contribution to your learning.  For information regarding the Scholarship Fund, please contact the Dean’s office.

EMERGENCY COVERAGE FOR NEEDLE-STICK INJURIES & POLICY ON INVASIVE PROCEDURES:

These policies may be found on the School of Nursing Website under the Student Handbook.

The Student Handbook can be found by going to the following link: http://www.uta.edu/nursing/handbook/toc.php or by going to the nursing website www.uta.edu/nursing and using the link provided under Current Students. 
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