HIST 4358-001: Hitler’s Germany
Summer 2016
Instructor: Thomas Adam

Office Number: 330 Hammond Hall

Email Address: adam@uta.edu

Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/1206/category/1
Office Hours: by appointment
Time and Place of Class Meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:30am-12:30pm; Room: TBA
Course Content: This course introduces students to the history of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945. A pivotal event in modern history, Hitler’s Germany continues to elicit fascination, revulsion, and controversy. This class explores the origins and the structure of the Third Reich. Class discussions will revolve around the two phenomena of participation in Nazi crimes and resistance to Nazi crimes. We will analyse the conditions that led to the involvement of average Germans into Nazi crimes and the mechanisms that turned men and women into murderers. And we will discuss the reasons and motives of those few who resisted the Nazi state. 

Student Learning Outcomes: In this course, students will acquire basic knowledge about German history in the 1920s and 1930s. The seminar setting will enable students to participate in student-led discussions and develop argumentative skills. The class will further introduce students to the inner working of modern political systems through the discussion of concepts such as denunciation and resistance.

Required Text books:

Roderick Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany: Origins, Interpretations, Legacies (London and New York: Routledge 2009).
Christian Leitz (ed.), The Third Reich: The Essential Readings (Oxford 1999).

David F. Crew (ed.), Nazism and German Society: 1933-1945, London and New York 1997.
Heinz Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle (Alyson Books, 2010).
Frank McDonough, Opposition and Resistance in Nazi Germany (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

Sophocles, Antigone.
Course Requirements and Grading Policy:

Class Participation:




30%

9 Review Quizzes:




45%
Paper about Heger book:

 

15%
Paper about Antigone:




10%
The final grade consists of three components:
(1) Class participation: The grade for class participation is based on your physical presence in class (you can miss up to two classes without penalty) and your active AND informed participation in class discussion. Please keep in mind that this is NOT a lecture course but a seminar (meaning that this is a student-centered form of academic learning).

(2) Review quizzes (open book): To ensure that you are prepared for each class, you will be given nine review quizzes. Each quiz will consist of five short-answer questions and is worth five points (no multiple choice tests). To prepare for these quizzes, you need to thoroughly read the texts assigned for each week and take notes or underline important information. You will be allowed to use your notes and books during the quiz but NOT your notebook or computer.

(3) Paper about the structure of concentration camps: Students are to read Heger’s, The Men with the Pink Triangle and to write a five-page paper about the organizational structure of concentration camps.

(4) Paper about Antigone: Students are expected to identify the main conflict of the play. What is Antigone’s question? Do not retell the story of the play, but clearly identify the conflict and the elements of the conflict. This paper should be about 1.5 to 2 pages long.

Attendance and Drop Policy:

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of all classes. However, I cannot drop students for excessive absences. Students are responsible for dropping a course before the cut-off date for drops. Drop dates: end of first drop period, June 23; last day to drop courses: July 21.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.
As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

 
Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Schedule of Classes
	Week 1

June 7
June 9

	Course Introduction
The Weimar Republic 

● Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 68-88.

	Week 2

June 14 and 16
First Review Quiz


	The Crisis of the Weimar Republic and the Rise of the NSDAP

● Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 89-134.
● Detlef Mühlberger, “Conclusion to Hitler’s followers”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 11-23.

● Albrecht Tyrell, “Seizure and consolidation of Power: Towards Dictatorship: Germany 1930 to 1934”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 27-48.



	Week 3
June 21 and 23
Second Review Quiz

	Racial Ideologies and the Rise of Antisemitism in Germany
● Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippermann, The Racial State: Germany 1933-1945 (Cambridge 1998), pp. 23-43.

● Hermann Graml, Antisemitism in the Third Reich (Oxford/UK, Cambridge/USA, 1992), pp. 33-67.

● Fairy tale: Wolf and the Seven Kids


	Week 4

June 28 and 30
Third Review Quiz


	The Role of Denunciation
● Klaus-Michael Mallmann and Gerhard Paul, “Omniscient, Omnipotent, Omnipresent? Gestapo, Society and Resistance”, in: Crew, Nazism, pp. 166-196.
● Robert Gellately, “Police State, Surveillance and Disobedience: Aspects of the political policing of Nazi Germany”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 181-203.

● Sheila Fitzpatrick and Robert Gellately, “Introduction to the Practices of Denunciation in Modern European History”, in: The Journal of Modern History 68 (December 1996), pp. 747-767.

● Vandana Joshi, “Changing Perspectives on the Role of Women in Nazi Germany: The Case of Women Denounces”, in: Studies in History 18 (2002), pp. 209-230.

● documentary: The Nazis A Warning from History:  – scene “denunciation” (first CD, reel 2, title 3, chapter 1, min 26-32:55)



	Week 5

July 5 and 7
Fourth Review Quiz

	The Attraction of National Socialism (I)
● Alf Lüdtke, The “Honor of Labor” Industrial workers and the power of symbols under National Socialism, in: Crew, Nazism, pp. 67- 109.
● Jeremy Noakes, Nazism 1919-1945 vol. 4: The German Home Front in World War II (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 1998), pp. 450-453.
● movie: Swing Kids


	Week 6

July 12 and 14
Fifth Review Quiz

	The Attraction of National Socialism (II)

● Anna Maria Sigmund, Women of the Third Reich, NDE Publishing 2000, pp. 95-112.
● David B. Hinton, “Triumph of the Will: Document or Artifice?”, in: Cinema Journal 15 no. 1 (Autumn 1975), pp. 48-57.
● Jürgen Trimborn, Leni Riefenstahl: A Life, New York: Faber and Faber 2002, pp. 105-125. 

● movie: Triumph of the Will


	Week 7
July 19 and 21
Sixth Review Quiz
Paper about the structure of concentration camps is due on July 19 (Heger book) 


	The Creation and Persecution of “The Other”

● Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 176-187, 254-274.

● Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle. 
● Saul Friedländer, “The Holocaust”, in The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies (Oxford/New York 2002), pp. 412-444.

● Noakes/Pridham, Nazism vol. 2, pp. 360-362.

● Christopher Browning, “Holocaust/’Final Solution’: Nazi resettlement policy and the search for a solution to the Jewish question, 1939-1941”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 277-299.
● Christopher R. Browning, “One Day in Jozefow: Initiation to Mass Murder”, in Crew, Nazism, pp. 300-315.



	Week 8
July 26 and 28
Seventh Review Quiz


	The Polycratic System
● Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 150-158.

● Ian Kershaw, “Hitler as Dictator: ‘Working Towards the Führer’: Reflections on the Nature of the Hitler Dictatorship”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 231-252.

● Ian Kershaw, “The ‘Hitler Myth’: Image and Reality in the Third Reich”, in Crew, Nazism, pp. 197-215.

● Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic Organization (New York: Oxford University Press, 1947), pp. 324-363.

● documentary: “The Nazis A Warning from History: scene “chaos” and “Reichskanzlei” (first CD, reel 2, title 3, chapter 1, min 11:50-19:07; 38:54-43:40)


	Week 9
August 2 and 4
Eighth Review Quiz
Paper about Antigone is due on August 2.
	Resisting Hitler

● Sophocles, Antigone. 

● Klemens von Klemperer, “’What is the Law That Lies behind these Words?’ Antigone’s Question and the German Resistance against Hitler”, in Michael Geyer/John W. Boyer (eds.), Resistance against the Third Reich, 1933-1990 (Chicago/London 1994), pp. 141-150.

● Hans Mommsen, “Resistance: German Society and the Resistance against Hitler, 1933-1945”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 255-273.

● McDonough, Opposition and Resistance. 

● Jeremy Noakes, Nazism 1919-1945 vol. 4: The German Home Front in World War II (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 1998), pp. 450-453, 600-603.

● movie: Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace


	Week 10
August 9 and 11
Ninth Review Quiz


	The Aftermath of National Socialism

● Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 275-291.
● movie: Murderers Are Among Us



Color codes:

Black: textbook

Red: Electronic Course Reserves

Green: Online Journals (J-Store)

Blue: Web
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