MUSI 1245-006: Private Lessons in Guitar
Fall 2016
Sam Walker – Adjunct Instructor of Music

Office: FA367M, Fine Arts Bldg

Phone: (817) 272-7145 (Fine Arts Office)
E-mail:  smwalker@uta.edu
Faculty profile: https://www.uta.edu/profiles/samuel-walker
Required texts:  as assigned by the teacher 

Required Materials: Guitar, pick, cable
Recommended Sources for Music: 
(1) Penders Music Co, 314 S. Elm St., Denton TX 76201 800.772.5918; (2) Jamey Aebersold Jazz, PO Box 1244, New Albany, IN 47151 800.456.1388 www.jazzbooks.com
Course Description/Course Learning Goals/Objectives: Specific objectives of private lessons in guitar vary widely, based on individual needs and career goals. The following areas will be addressed during the course of study in guitar:

- Sound/tone development:  picking technique, finger-style approach, hybrid approach (pick and fingers)
 - technique:  (1) scales and arpeggios:  Major and three form of Minor in all twelve keys, modes and intervals  (2) chord voicing:  root position and inversions of triads and 7th chords
- jazz repertoire: memorization of melody and chord changes of standard jazz tunes at a difficulty level appropriate for college freshmen, student is expected to learn chords and melody for a minimum of 8 tunes per semester
- etude repertoire: technical and melodic studies appropriate for college freshmen (jazz or classical style), student is expected to accomplish 8 etudes per semester (this number may be reduced at the discretion of the instructor based on the difficulty and/or length of etudes)
- jazz guitar fundamentals:  tonal conception, articulation, ear-training/jazz transcription, rhythm guitar & comping techniques
- music reading skills:  Single-note sight reading, chord symbol recognition, notation
-other aspects of guitar pedagogy appropriate for underclassmen students:  care and maintenance of equipment, posture/stance, equipment selection

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of each semester of private lessons in guitar, the student will demonstrate adequate competence in:

-   understanding the elements of tone production

-   technical facility

 -   understanding of jazz style and articulation
 
 -   understanding of basic chord construction and voicing for guitar


 -   development of transcription skills
Attendance: At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this section, I have determined that attendance at weekly lessons is mandatory. You should arrive at the instructors studio warmed up and on time for your lesson. If you have not arrived within 10 minutes of your lesson time without prior notification, your lesson may be cancelled.  If you are unable to attend your lesson, I expect you to give as much advance notice as possible.  Makeup lessons may be arranged in the event of illness or emergency at the discretion of the instructor. Exchanging lesson times with other students can often resolve scheduling conflicts. 
If you feel unprepared for a lesson, you should NOT skip the lesson.  Lesson Attendance Policy: TWO unexcused absences will lower your potential letter grade by two letters; a THIRD unexcused absence will result in a failing grade for the semester. I will let you know in advance of any lessons I must miss due to scheduling conflicts, and will make up all lessons that I miss. 

Lesson Preparation: You will provide a Studio Practice Record (a notebook) should be brought to every lesson. In this record you will record your weekly practice and your weekly assignments. A repertoire record, which must be presented at your end of semester jury, will be facilitated by this notebook.
Grading Policy: Your semester grade will depend for the most part on your weekly lesson preparation.  After each lesson you will receive a grade that reflects your preparation and progress on the weeks assignments.

Weekly Lesson Grade







Grading Scale

Technique (scales, arpeggios, patterns, etc.) 
 
25%         

100-90
A                                                        


Etudes (technical/melodic studies)


25%


 89-80
B


Repertoire




25%


 79-70
C


Jazz Transcription



15%


 69-60
D


Studio Practice Record



10%


59-
F








100%

Semester Grade:








Grading Scale


Weekly Lesson Grade



70%


100-90
A


Transcription & technique jury


15%


 89-80
B


End of Semester Jury 



15%


 79-70
C








100%


 69-60
D











 59-
F
Examinations: 
1) Transcription and technique jury covering assigned scales or technical studies and the performance of a complete solo from transcription, played along with the original recording.  This exam will occur mid semester.  The format for performing the scales will be established in the weekly lesson.  
2)  End of Semester Jury is the “final exam” for applied lessons.  One or two days during the week of finals will be designated for Guitar Juries and you will sign up for a time to perform on that day.  Your jury pieces will be prepared during your weekly lessons.  Your jury will be performed before members of the faculty, each of whom will give a written critique of your performance.  You should bring to your jury one copy of your Repertoire Record, which can be found online at:  http://www.uta.edu/music/forms/jurysheet.doc
Transcriptions: Two transcriptions are required per semester.  The student should learn a solo from the recording, write it down using standard notation, and learn to play it with the original recording.  The student is expected to analyze the solo to see the relationship between the soloist’s lines and the underlying harmony.  Transcriptions should be memorized and performed at mid-term and at the end of semester without the music.
Required Attendance Performances: A small number of performances during the year may be designated as Required Attendance. These may include master classes or recitals by guests or UT Arlington faculty. Failure to attend these performances will be reflected in your weekly lesson grade. Additionally, you may be assigned supplemental study or research in lieu of your attendance. You will be given adequate notice of scheduling of these dates. Failure to attend these performances scheduled for your benefit casts doubt upon your commitment to your studies in music. 

Student Evaluation: Each semester, students are given the opportunity for standard written evaluations of courses and professors. A day will be designated later in the semester for this evaluation.
The following university information pertains to Disabilities, Academic Dishonesty, Email, and Student Support Services.  It is suggested that you read this page and be familiar with the information.

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Disability Accommodations: UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: 
The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)  www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.
Counseling and Psychological Services, (CAPS)   www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671 is also available to all students to help increase their understanding of personal issues, address mental and behavioral health problems and make positive changes in their lives. 
Non-Discrimination Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.

Title IX Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington (“University”) is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu.
Academic Integrity: Students enrolled all UT Arlington courses are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code in their courses by having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University. Additional information is available at https://www.uta.edu/conduct/. 

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Campus Carry:  Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law  (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in face-to-face and online classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” are directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback via the SFS database is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course.  Students’ anonymity will be protected to the extent that the law allows. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law and aggregate results are posted online. Data from SFS is also used for faculty and program evaluations. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: for semester-long courses, a period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [insert a description of the nearest exit/emergency exit]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Emergency Phone Numbers: In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911.

Course Schedule

Week 1: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 2: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 3: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 4: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 5: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 6: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 7: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 8: Mid-term transcription and technique jury
Week 9: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 10: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 11: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 12: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 13: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 14: Repertoire, technique, transcription
Week 15: Review for jury
Week 16: Jury
