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Classics 3335, Topics in Classical Studies:  Greek Religion

Fall 2016
TTH 11 am-12:20 pm in 207 Preston Hall

Dr. Charles C. Chiasson, 302 Carlisle Hall (272-3216; chiasson @uta.edu)
Office Hours:  MW 1-2 pm and by appointment


In this course we will try to make sense of ancient Greek religion as practiced above all in the Archaic and Classical periods (roughly 750 BCE to 323 BCE).  This is no simple task, since understanding any religious system that is not one’s own requires intellectual effort and sympathy; all the more so when that religious system was developed so long ago and far away, before the advent and spread of Christianity.  The ancient historian Sir Moses Finley acknowledged the “desperately alien quality” of much ancient Hellenic religious practice; we will try to span the great divide that separates us from the Greeks by examining various kinds of evidence, including literary texts, inscriptions, the visual arts, and archaeological remains.

Textbooks (all required)

Aeschylus Oresteia, trans. P. Meineck (Hackett 1998)


Euripides Bacchae, trans. P. Woodruff (Hackett 1999)


Herodotus The Histories, trans. R. Waterfield (Oxford 1998)


Mikalson, Jon, Ancient Greek Religion, 2nd ed. (Wiley-Blackwell 2010)


Warrior, Valerie, Greek Religion: A Sourcebook (Focus 2009)

Even if you own alternative translations of the texts by Aeschylus, Euripides, and Herodotus, you are expected to purchase the editions specified above, which I have chosen for their quality AND affordability. Additional required readings will be available either as handouts or as electronic files accessible via Blackboard. 

Course Requirements and Grading

Two in-class exams
(10/4, 11/8)

30% of course grade (each)


Final exam (12/13) OR term paper
30%


Quizzes (average of highest 8 grades)
10%

Since your composite quiz grade will be based on your highest eight quiz grades, you may miss two of the ten scheduled quizzes without effect (although I wouldn’t recommend missing quizzes on purpose).  There will be NO make-up quizzes given under any circumstances. If you miss an exam, a make-up can only be justified by a suitably grave and documented excuse.  If you miss an exam unexpectedly, as a result of unforeseen circumstances, please contact me as soon as possible by phone or e-mail to explain those circumstances.

Term Paper Option  Students may choose to write a research paper of 8-12 pages (not including notes, bibliography, or illustrations) as a SUBSTITUTE for taking the final exam. (More information on this option forthcoming.)


Class attendance and informed participation will help to determine the outcome of borderline grades.


Course Objectives  You will demonstrate an understanding of fundamental questions concerning Greek religion, including the nature of our evidence for its study; the nature of the Greek gods/heroes and their interaction with humans (what their devotees felt they owed to the gods/heroes, what they hoped to receive from them, and by what means); the relationships between religion and such aspects of ancient life as agriculture, warfare, politics, family life, athletics, literature, architecture, and the visual arts.  More generally, you will have opportunities to improve your critical reading, writing, and discussion skills, and to think historically and creatively about the material we are exploring.


Attendance  At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required but attendance is a critical indicator in student success. Each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. However, while UT Arlington does not require instructors to take attendance in their courses, the U.S. Department of Education requires that the University have a mechanism in place to mark when Federal Student Aid recipients “begin attendance in a course.” UT Arlington instructors will report when students begin attendance in a course as part of the final grading process. Specifically, when assigning a student a grade of F, faculty report the last date a student attended their class based on evidence such as a test, participation in a class project or presentation, or an engagement online via Blackboard. This date is reported to the Department of Education for federal financial aid recipients.


As the instructor of this section, I allow students to attend class at their own discretion, with the understanding that in order to do well you will need to attend regularly, with the day's reading assignment completed beforehand.  Although attendance (or lack thereof) will not directly affect your grade in this course, the consequences of non-attendance are predictable: students who often miss class tend to get lower grades than their conscientious peers, and frequently end up dropping the course altogether—a waste of two precious commodities, money and time. 


Drop Policy  Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session [specifically, through Wed, Nov. 2].  It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http: //wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).  


Classroom Demeanor  Let's let civility be our watchword (in class as in life).  You should expect me to be courteous to you, just as I expect you to be courteous to me and to one another.  I expect you to show up for class on time and (barring unforeseen developments) to stay for the entire period.  During class you must either pay attention to me or foster the illusion that you are doing so--I won't tolerate people who are ostentatiously reading the Shorthorn, for example, or doing work for another course, or creating a disturbance that distracts me or other students. If you're doing any of these things I will ask you once (and once only) to cease and desist; if you persist, you will be invited to leave the class.

Speaking of distractions, cell phones, smart phones, and their ilk are—for some, and arguably—a necessary evil outside of class.  During class, when you need to focus on the material presented without external interruptions, they are simply and inescapably evil.  Please turn them off, lest you distract me, yourself, and/or others.  If, in the event of an EMERGENCY, you simply must take a call, excuse yourself from class and take your business elsewhere. The use of laptop computers, Kindle readers, and the like in class is permissible FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES ONLY.


Disability Accommodations  UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: 

The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)  www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.

Counseling and Psychological Services, (CAPS)   www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671 is also available to all students to help increase their understanding of personal issues, address mental and behavioral health problems and make positive changes in their lives. 

Non-Discrimination Policy  The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit  uta.edu/eos.


Title IX Policy  The University of Texas at Arlington (“University”) is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu.


Academic Integrity  Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code in their courses by having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University. Additional information is available at https://www.uta.edu/conduct/. 


Electronic Communication  UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.


Campus Carry  Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law  (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/

Student Feedback Survey  At the end of each term, students enrolled in face-to-face and online classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” are directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback via the SFS database is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course.  Students’ anonymity will be protected to the extent that the law allows. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law and aggregate results are posted online. Data from SFS is also used for faculty and program evaluations. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Final Review Week  For semester-long courses, a period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.


Emergency Exit Procedures  Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

Student Support Services  UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at http://www.uta.edu/universitycollege/resources/index.php.
The IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers free tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. To schedule an appointment with a peer tutor or mentor email IDEAS@uta.edu or call (817) 272-6593.

Emergency Phone Numbers   In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911. Non-emergency number 817-272-3381.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & READINGS

[NB:  Readings are to be completed BEFORE the class for which they are assigned. Readings designated “BB” are available on Blackboard.]

August

  25
TH
Greetings, ground rules, etc.
  30
T
Orientation



   READ: Warrior pp. 1-12; J. Gould, “On Making Sense of Greek 



Religion” (BB) 
September
   1
TH
Early Greek Religion: the Mycenaeans (K. Petruso)



   READ: T. Palaima, “Mycenaean Religion” (BB)
   6
T
The Gods in Hesiod and Homer (I) 

QUIZ #1


   READ: Warrior ch. 2 (pp. 13-33)
   8
TH
The Gods in Hesiod and Homer (II)



   READ: Warrior pp. 147-53, 205-11; Hesiod on Prometheus, 




Pandora, and the 5 Ages of Man (BB); K. Dowden, 




“Olympian Gods, Olympian Pantheon” (BB)
 13
T
More Gods Still, and Heroes To Boot

QUIZ #2


   READ: Warrior pp. 7 (1.11, 1.12), 141-42 (8.16-20); Mikalson ch II 



(pp. 31-51); Herodotus 1.67-68, 2.42-45, 7.117, 7.188-92, 8.35-



39, 8.109, 9.73, 9.120



 15
TH
Sanctuaries




   READ: Warrior ch. 6 (pp. 95-107); Mikalson ch. I (pp. 1-29)
 20
T
An Extraordinary Sanctuary: The Athenian Acropolis (K. Petruso)



   READ: Mikalson pp. 54-58, 68-78 

QUIZ #3
 22
TH
Prayer and Sacrifice



   READ: Warrior ch. 4 (pp. 55-74); Herodotus 1.131-32, 2.35-42, 



4.60-63; J. Bremmer, “Greek Normative Animal Sacrifice” 



(BB)
 27
T
Family and Community Rites: From Birth to Marriage
 QUIZ #4


   READ: Warrior pp. 35-48; Mikalson ch. V (pp. 123-47)
 29
TH
Funerary Ritual:  The Afterlife and the Underworld



   READ:  Warrior pp. 48-54; Mikalson ch. VII (pp. 169-84)

October
   4
T
EXAM #1
   6
TH
Athenian Festivals I:  The Panathenaia



   READ:  Warrior pp. 113-18, 129-34; review Mikalson pp. 54-58 

 

(cult myths #1-3), 68-78 (cult of Athena Polias); read 




Mikalson ch. VI (pp. 149-68)
  11
T
Athenian Festivals II:  Women’s Festivals 
QUIZ #5



   READ: Warrior 125-29 (Thesmophoria); Mikalson pp. 59 -61 



(Artemis Brauronia), reviewing 133-34, 136-40; 





Aristophanes’ Thesmophoriazusae (BB)
  13
TH
Athenian Festivals III:  Dionysiac Festivals



   READ:  Warrior pp. 118-25 (Anthesteria), 143-46 (Dionysia); 



Mikalson pp. 58-59; P. Cartledge, “The Greek Religious 



Festivals” pp. 115-27 (BB)

  18
T
The Gods in Aeschylean Tragedy I

QUIZ #6 

       
   
   READ:  Aeschylus’ Agamemnon (the first play of the Oresteia 



trilogy); Warrior ch. 9 (pp. 147-63)  OPTIONAL: Oresteia 



Introduction vi-xvii and xxxvii-xl.

  20
TH
The Gods in Aeschylean Tragedy II




   READ: Aeschylus’ Libation Bearers and Furies (the second and 



third plays of the Oresteia)  OPTIONAL: Oresteia 




Introduction 
xvii-xxxvi  

  25
T
 Mystery Cults I:  Eleusinian Mysteries

QUIZ #7



   READ: Warrior pp. 187-91,195-203; The Homeric Hymn to 




Demeter (BB); Mikalson pp. 78-85
  27
TH
Film on the Eleusinian Mysteries

November
    1
T
Mystery Cults II:  Dionysiac and Related Cults
QUIZ #8


   READ: Warrior pp. 191-95; S. Cole, “Finding Dionysus” (BB)
    3
TH
Dionysiac Rapture



   READ:  Euripides’ Bacchae; Herodotus 4.76-80; Mikalson 85-92
    8
T
EXAM #2

  10
TH
Divination 


   READ: Warrior ch. 5 (pp. 75-94); Homeric Hymn to Apollo (BB);



Mikalson 92-102
  15
T
Apollo’s Sanctuary at Delphi (K. Petruso)
QUIZ #9


   READ:  Herodotus 1.46-56, 84-91; 7.138-43, 220; 8.77; Pausanias 



10.5.2-10.9.5 (BB); S. Price, “Delphi and Divination” (BB);
   
  17
TH
The Healing Hero/God Asclepius at Epidauros (K. Petruso)


   READ: Warrior pp. 107-12; Pausanias 2.26.1-28.2 (BB)  
  22
T
Panhellenic Festivals I: Olympic Games
(K. Petruso) 
QUIZ #10


   READ: Warrior 135-43; Pausanias 5.7; 10-11; 13-14; 16-17.5; 21 



(BB); Mikalson 102-18
  24
TH
NO CLASS (Thanksgiving indeed!)
  29
T
Panhellenic Festivals II: Olympic Games, cont’d.



   READ: Pindar, Olympian odes #1, 10 (BB); P. Cartledge, 




“The Greek Religious Festivals” pp. 98-115 (BB)
December
   1
TH
Panhellenic Festivals III: Pythian, Nemean, Isthmian Games


READ:  Pindar, Pythian ode 11; Nemean ode 6; Isthmian ode 8 (BB); 


S. Miller, “The Sites of the Crown Competitions.” pp. 87-



112 in his Ancient Greek Athletics (BB)
   6
T
Catch-up/Review
 13
T
FINAL EXAM, 11 am-1:30 pm
