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English 4387, Warren syllabus, 2

English 4387: Contemporary Literature / Canon Formation in Contemporary American Fiction
The University of Texas at Arlington

Instructor: 
Dr. Kathryn Warren

E-mail:

kwarren@uta.edu
Office:

206 Carlisle Hall 

Office hours:
Face to face are 2-3:30, W/F; online or on the phone are by appointment
Faculty profile: https://mentis.uta.edu/explore/profile/kathryn-warren
Course Description: 

Who is crazy enough to say “thanks, but no thanks” to an endorsement from Oprah? Jonathan Franzen said as much when the tastemaker chose his novel The Corrections (2011) for her book club. Oprah expected him to be thrilled; Franzen was underwhelmed. He thought the honor a dubious one that might jeopardize his literary “street cred,” as the New York Times put it. 
This incident emblematizes a division in contemporary American literature between what is “popular” and what is “literary,” and it raises the question of whose voices count when it comes to assigning distinction. Debates over the American literary canon—a representative corpus of “the best” national literature—have been raging for decades, and they’re not over. In this course we’ll investigate the process of critical reception in the United States, reading both acclaimed works of literary fiction and a popular bestseller. We’ll listen in on conversations about literary merit taking place in the academy as well as in periodicals, newspapers, and online magazines. At the end of the course, students will weigh in knowledgably on the question of canonicity, adding their own voices to the ongoing conversation about what should matter when evaluating fiction.
Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course students will be able to
· Demonstrate fluency in ongoing debates about canon-formation and evaluation in literary studies and popular culture
· Enter into those debates intelligently and responsibly
· Identify and assess the claims made in academic and popular criticism
· Enumerate and identify the traits ascribed to much critically-heralded literature, both in isolation and as they appear in literary texts
· Read complex literary texts closely and carefully

· Engage in civil, critical conversation with classmates and more distant interlocutors
· Write essays whose formatting, citation, mechanics, usage, and punctuation conform to conventions in the discipline of English Studies

Materials: 

1. A MavMail address that you check daily. 
2. Access to a computer, Microsoft Word, a reliable Internet connection, and a printer. 
3. The following books, available at the UTA bookstore and/or online. Please get these editions, and do not use an e-reader. I want us all to be on the same page (literally) as we read:

Toni Morrison, Beloved, Vintage, ISBN: 978-1-4000-3341-6

Don DeLillo, White Noise, Penguin, ISBN: 978-0-14-310598-5

Jennifer Weiner, Good in Bed, Washington Square Press, ISBN: 978-0-7434-1817-1

The rest of the reading is available on Blackboard, either linked to a website or as an attachment.

Assignments and Grade Calculation:
Discussion board posts (9)




30%
Collaborative information gathering posts (7)

10%
Weekly assignments (7 writing assignments and a quiz)
45%
Final essay






15%
Work Load:
This course is only 8 weeks long, but it is supposed to cover the same amount of ground as a full-term college course, which is 15 weeks long. That means that, in theory, we are taking things at a pace twice as fast as your typical class. That’s in theory. In practice, the pace of this course isn’t quite that fast and the workload isn’t quite doubled, but there is still a lot of work in this class and a lot of moving parts to keep track of. That means that to succeed in this course you’ll need to be considerably organized and on top of things. In order to stay on task, you’ll need to be reading every day and writing on most of them. I strongly encourage you to do five things to stay on task: 
1) Read through the entire course schedule (at the end of this document) before the course begins so that you know what to expect. 
2) Read through the to-do list for every week (on Blackboard) before the week begins. 
3) Pace yourself. There is no way you can do all the work for each week in one day. Determine how much time you’ll need to complete each week’s tasks, and budget your time appropriately.
4) Devote time every day to the course; I recommend at least two hours a day, every day. 

5) Check your e-mail daily.

Grading: 

I grade holistically. The grades I assign indicate how well you meet the expectations of an assignment explained on every prompt. If you do not understand my expectations for a particular assignment, it is up to you to ask for clarification. This is how I think of the letter grades I give you:
A
for work that exceeds expectations
B
for work that meets expectations well
C
for competent work that meets the basic requirements listed in the prompt
D
for work that fails to meet basic requirements 

F
for work that is incomplete or that flouts requirements
For the purpose of calculating your final grades, I convert letter grades to numbers like this:
A+ = 97
B+= 87
C+= 77
D+ = 67


A = 95

B = 85

C = 75

D = 65

F = 55

A-= 92

B- = 82
C- = 72
D- = 62
A grade of C at the end of the course indicates that you’ve demonstrated command of the course content. An A indicates that your performance is excellent, above and beyond my expectations. I do not grade on a curve; it’s entirely possible that everyone in the class can get an A, provided everyone performs at a uniformly excellent level.
Writing to Learn:

You’ll be writing a lot in this course, but it’s not something I want you to stress out about. Most of the writing I’m asking you to do won’t be assessed in the way many college writing assignments are. Traditional writing assignments ask you to demonstrate what you’ve learned in a polished form. When assessing those assignments, instructors pay attention not only to the substance of what the student is saying, but also to the skill with which the student executes the assignment, taking into account things like organization, transitions, and style. In contrast, most of the writing assignments in this class are intended to help you grapple with, absorb, and assess the course content; I am asking you to use the writing assignments in order to learn. With these assignments, writing will be the medium by which you learn instead of the medium by which you put your learning on display.

Along with the discussion board posts, the weekly “writing to learn” assignments—all but the final paper—stand in for the kind of critical dialogue that would happen in a classroom. I will go easy on the grading on all of the weekly writing assignments. You don’t need to worry too much about grammar, style, and presentation; instead, worry about putting in the effort to contend with the ideas. Now, that doesn’t mean that you should turn in something sloppy and half-baked. After all, in order to give you feedback and credit for your work, I need to be able to understand it. Don’t get me wrong—the writing assignments are complex; none of them is busy work. My aim here is not to devalue the assignments themselves, but to take some of the pressure off with respect to my evaluation methods so that you have mental space to think hard about ideas instead of thinking hard about your grade. 
In grading your final paper, in contrast, I will take into account presentation and organization to a greater extent. Keep in mind that the weekly assignments, taken together, are worth 45% of your grade, which means that each one is worth about 5.6%. Your final paper alone is worth 15% of your grade. So, even though the final paper is worth quite a bit on its own, your final grade in the course will really be coming from your weekly assignments. I recommend reading the prompt for the final paper at the beginning of the course and working on that assignment throughout the eight weeks. Many of the weekly assignments are designed to help you do that.

What You Can Expect from Me:

You can expect me to:

1) Give you feedback on all your written work within a week of its being turned in.

2) Answer any follow-up questions you have about my feedback.

3) Engage in the discussion forums.

4) Be available for telephone or online meetings, when requested, in addition to holding face-to-face office hours.

5) Answer your e-mails within 24 hours when I receive them during the week and within 48 when I receive them over the weekend.

6) Be transparent about my rationale for the policies in this course; that is to say, feel free to ask me why I made a particular decision, and I’d be happy to explain my thinking to you.

7) Be open to constructive feedback.

What I Expect from You:

The minimum technical skills necessary for participation in the course are competence with Microsoft Word and Internet searches, as well as the willingness to become competent in the functioning of our Blackboard site. You will need to be able to download documents and upload your assignments.

Even though this is an upper-division course, I don’t expect you to possess any disciplinary knowledge of American literature. I do expect you to be a competent reader and writer.

Most important, I expect you to be committed to the course. You can demonstrate your commitment by doing the reading on time, contributing to a lively discussion on the discussion forums and putting effort into your writing assignments.
Submission Requirements and Late Work: 

You will turn in all of your work on Blackboard (elearn.uta.edu), either by uploading a Word document (for the writing assignments), taking a quiz, or posting on the discssuion boards. It is your responsibility to make sure that your submission goes through, which means going back after you have uploaded your assignment to double check that it is there. Computer problems are not a valid excuse for late or missing work. If you are having trouble uploading an assignment from home, go to a public library and use their computers or to a café with wi-fi and upload it from there. Most assignments are due on Sundays by midnight. One notable exception is the assignments for Week 8, which are due on a Friday, the day the course ends. Do not wait until 11 pm on Sunday to turn something in! 
I strongly discourage the submission of late work because this is a very fast-paced course, and turning in one assignment late could mean getting irredeemably behind. But I understand that life happens, as they say, so I do accept late work with the following provisos:

1) Work submitted after the due date will lose one letter grade (10 points) for each calendar day it is late. 
2) I will not accept late submissions to the Discussion Board.

3) I will not accept any work a week beyond its due date. So, the latest you can turn in something due on Sunday is the next Saturday.
4) In documented
 cases of emergency or illness, I will accept late work without penalty. I will work with the student to come up with an alternate due date, ideally no more than a week after the original due date.

5) I will not grant extensions because staying on schedule is extremely important in this class.

Formatting and Citation:

All writing assignments should be Word Documents that are formatted according to MLA style: double spaced, with 1-inch margins, in 12-pt., Times New Roman font. 
When quoting sources in your papers, follow the in-text citation style outlined in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, which is available both in the library and in bookstores. I’ve also provided a link to a reliable site containing MLA documentation guidelines under the Helpful Resources tab. No writing assignment requires a Works Cited page unless you draw from sources you find on your own.
Academic Integrity: 

All UTA students are expected to adhere to the University’s Honor Code, which reads as follows:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

The University’s policy is that faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

My policy is to hold students to the highest standards of academic honesty, and I have zero tolerance for violations of academic integrity. Plagiarism of any kind will result in strict penalties, including the possibility of failing the course. You will be turning in all of your assignments via SafeAssign, a program available via Blackboard that checks your work against work on the web and a database of student work, thereby flagging potential instances of plagiarism.
What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is presenting another person’s ideas or words as one’s own. Plagiarism occurs when a writer quotes, paraphrases, or summarizes another person’s work without crediting his/her sources. Plagiarism occurs whether the text quoted is a book, article, website, Wikipedia, a reader’s guide like Cliffs Notes or Sparks Notes, another student’s paper, or any other source. An entire essay is considered fraudulent even if only a single sentence is plagiarized. Also, please note that plagiarism has nothing to do with intent. If you do not properly credit your sources, you have plagiarized, whether or not you meant to. 

How can I avoid plagiarism?
1) Develop your own opinions and ideas whenever you write papers or exams. Resist the temptation to look to online reading guides, analyses, or summaries for inspiration; it’s way too easy for the language you read and ideas you’re exposed to to seep into your own writing.
2) As you work on your research paper, take good notes, being sure to keep your ideas about the primary text and the ideas of your interlocutors (i.e., your sources) separate.

3) Whenever you refer to another person’s ideas or words, use proper citation to give them credit. This can mean either paraphrasing an author’s ideas and indicating that you are doing so in your prose (e.g., writing, “As Brook Thomas has argued,” and following that opener with a statement of his argument in your own words) or citing a source directly via quotation (e.g., “As Brook Thomas writes, ‘xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx’”). Because most English classes will require you to use MLA citation guidelines, the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers is a recommended text for this course.

What are the consequences of plagiarism?
If I suspect you of plagiarism, I will contact you so that we can discuss my concerns. You will then have the opportunity to either accept or deny responsibility for plagiarism. If you deny responsibility, your case will be handled by the Office of Student Conduct, and you will receive an Incomplete in our course until the investigation is complete. Students who commit plagiarism will most likely receive a reduced grade, possibly a zero, for the fraudulent assignment. (I assess the academic penalty on a case-by-case basis.) Without exception, I will report the incident to the Office of Student Conduct, whether or not the student accepts responsibility for the alleged plagiarism. Disciplinary probation for a year is a common penalty for plagiarism issued by the Office of Student Conduct.
If you have any questions about these policies or about what constitutes plagiarism and/or collusion, ask me. Be sure to visit the website for the Office of Student Conduct for clarification on any of the above:

http://www.uta.edu/studentaffairs/conduct/academicintegrity.html

Online Etiquette:
One of the disadvantages of an online class is that we never get to meet each other, so most of our interactions are written. This means a lot rides on the frequency, clarity, and tone of our written communication. Here are a few guidelines to keep in mind over the next eight weeks.

1) Check your MavMail at least once a day. Reading your MavMail regularly is a required part of the course, so don’t treat it as an afterthought. I’ll send announcements, schedule changes, and clarifications to your UT Arlington e-mail address. Get into the habit of checking course announcements regularly as well. During the week, I will respond to your e-mails within 24 hours (usually sooner). Over the weekend, I ask that you give me 48.
2) Communication is key. Please don’t hesitate to ask me any questions you have about the course content or structure. Furthermore, let me know if you’re encountering a challenge that’s making it hard for you to complete the assignments. With that said, if you have a question about an assignment or a policy, consult the syllabus, the assignment prompt, and the course resources. Often, the answer you’re looking for is there.
3) When you send me an e-mail, please be sure that it has both a salutation (e.g., “Dear Dr. Warren”) and a closing (e.g., “Thanks, Marissa”). I expect you to address me in your e-mail as a matter of courtesy; launching directly into your message or writing “hey” followed by a comma is not addressing me! Think of composing an e-mail as a rhetorical act, i.e., consider your audience. 
4) In this course, as with any other, your communication with other students and your instructor should be courteous. Discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, sexual orientation, religion, ideology, political affiliation, veteran status, age, physical handicap, marital status, or anything else, will not be tolerated. All UTA students are responsible for behaving in a manner consistent with UTA’s Standard Code of Conduct. Students violating these codes will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct.
Writing Center:

The Writing Center, Room 411 in UTA’s Central Library, offers guidance to UT Arlington students on writing assignments. Even as a distance education student, you can register and schedule appointments online at http://uta.mywconline.com. If you live outside the DFW area and cannot come to campus (or simply prefer not to), then when you make your appointment you will choose an online-enabled session. 

Writing Center consultants assist students with writing development, from understanding an assignment and brainstorming ideas or revising an early draft to polishing a final document. However, the Writing Center is not a document editing service; consultants will neither identify every error nor rewrite student assignments. They focus on improving writing skills and helping students become better editors of their own writing, which includes learning to identify and correct their own grammar, punctuation, and editing errors.
Drop Policy:
The drop deadline this semester is September 18. It is your responsibility to officially withdraw if you do not plan to continue with the course after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-participation. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).
Electronic Communication: 

UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Technical Support:

Need technical assistance related to course access issues? E-mail cdesupport@uta.edu or call 817-272-5727. If you need technical assistance related to Net ID issues, please contact the help desk at helpdesk@uta.edu or at 817-272-2208. 
Student Support Services: 
UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at http://www.uta.edu/universitycollege/resources/index.php.
Disability Accommodations: 

UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD). Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting The Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling 817-272-3364. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS), accessed at www.uta.edu/caps/ or by calling 817-272-3671, is also available to all students to help increase their understanding of personal issues, address mental and behavioral health problems and make positive changes in their lives. 
Non-Discrimination Policy: 

The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.

Title IX: 

The University of Texas at Arlington (“University”) is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu.
Campus Carry:  

Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Student Feedback Surveys: 
You’ll be hearing more about these from me as we get closer to the end of the semester. Here’s what the University has to say about them.

At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Syllabus and Schedule Changes: 

I’ve tried to make this document as complete as possible; however, during the course of the semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies and/or assignments. I reserve the right to make such changes as they become necessary. You will be informed of any changes in writing. 
Course Schedule 
Words to the Wise:

Weekly to-do lists with links to the reading, lectures, and learning modules are available on Blackboard under the Weeks 1-8 tabs. Those to-do lists are organized in the order I suggest you complete the tasks, while this schedule lists the same tasks in a different format. For questions about where to find various items, consult the to-do lists on Blackboard first and then ask me about anything you can’t find.
Most assignments are due on Sundays by midnight, Central Time. Exceptions: 1) comments on the topical discussion forums for Weeks 1-7 are due on the Wednesday of the next week and 2) all assignments for Week 8 except the final paper are due on the Friday of Week 8, as the class ends on that day. This includes the required discussion forum comment. You may have until Sunday for your final paper, however.
Note that the work in this course is front-loaded. After you have three novels under your belt, the reading eases up so that you can focus on writing your final paper. Also, the weeks where you are beginning a novel have more content than those where you are finishing one because you’ll need a lot of contextual information to get going.
This schedule is subject to change, and I will notify you of all changes in writing.

Week 1: Harold Bloom’s Canon Commitment
Our course begins on a Monday. Six days later, by midnight on the Sunday of Week 1, you should have completed the following tasks:

Reading:
Read the syllabus, the information about my Discussion Board philosophy, the announcement on annotation, Harold Bloom’s essay “An Elegy for the Canon,” the New York Times poll of the best contemporary fiction, the prompt for Writing Assignment 1 and the prompt for the final paper, the English Major Conventions handout, the questions for Writing Assignment 2, and Beloved pp. 3-173
Lectures:

Lectures 1, 2, and 3
Learning Modules:
Magical Realism

Writing: 
Three discussion forums (Introductions [initial post and comment], Week 1, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 1
Week 2: Toni Morrison’s Beloved
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 2:
Reading:
Finish Beloved, read Morrison’s foreword, read the prompt for Writing Assignment 7, read Jane Smiley’s and Margaret Atwood’s reviews 
Lectures:
None this week

Learning Modules:
Ambiguity

Writing:
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 2, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 2
Week 3: Barbara Hernstein Smith’s Canon Questioning
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 3:

Reading:
Read the prompt for Writing Assignment 3, A. O. Scott’s essay “In Search of the Best” (optional), the Barbara Hernstein Smith selection from Contingencies of Value, the prompt for Writing Assignment 4, White Noise pp. 3-156 (parts I and II), and Richard Powers’s introduction to the book (optional)

Lectures:
Lectures 4 and 5

Learning Modules:
Irony

Writing:
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 3, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 3
Week 4: Don DeLillo’s White Noise
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 4:

Reading:
Finish White Noise, read Jayne Anne Phillips’s and Diane Johnson’s reviews

Lectures:
None this week

Learning Modules:
None this week

Writing:
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 4, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 4
Week 5: Chick Lit’s Dubious Status
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 5:

Reading:
Read the prompt for Writing Assignment 5, Mary Ryan’s essay “Trivial or Commendable?”, Jennifer Weiner’s Wikipedia entry and webpage (optional), and Good in Bed pp. 3-168
Lectures:
Lecture 6

Learning Modules:
Poetics

Writing:
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 5, collaborative information gathering—this week consider writing on Oprah’s Book Club or Amazon reviews), Writing Assignment 5
Week 6: Jennifer Weiner’s Good in Bed 
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 6:

Reading:
Finish Good in Bed and read Jennifer Weiner’s introduction to the book (optional), the Publishers Weekly and Kirkus reviews of the book, the prompt for Writing Assignment 6, and Rebecca Mead’s New Yorker profile of Weiner

Lectures:
None this week

Learning Modules:
None this week
Writing: 
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 6, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 6

Week 7: Junot Díaz’s “Oscar Wao”
Complete the following tasks by midnight on the Sunday of Week 7:

Reading:
Read Junot Díaz’s story “The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” A. O. Scott’s and Michiko Kakutani’s reviews of the novel of the same name, and Katha Pollitt’s essay “Why We Read: Canon to the Right of Me . . .”
Lectures:
Lecture 8

Learning Modules:
Díaz and the D.R.

Writing:
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, two new discussion forums (Week 7, collaborative information gathering), Writing Assignment 7
Week 8: The New Sincerity, David Foster Wallace and George Saunders
Complete most of the following tasks by midnight on the FRIDAY of Week 8; you may have until 

Sunday for the final paper:

Reading/viewing:
Read David Foster Wallace’s and George Saunders’s commencement addresses and watch the corresponding videos; read Joel Lovell, “George Saunders Has Written the Best Book You’ll Read This Year”; Matt Ashby and Brendan Carroll, “David Foster Wallace Was Right: Irony Is Ruining Our Culture”; and Jonathan D. Fitzgerald, “Sincerity, Not Irony, Is Our Age’s Ethos”
Lectures:
Lecture 9

Learning Modules:
None this week

Writing: 
Comment on last week’s topical discussion forum by Wednesday, only one new discussion forum (Week 8, no collaborative information gathering this week) with the Week 8 comment due by Friday this time, reading quiz, Student Feedback Survey; final paper due by midnight on Sunday.
� I’m well aware that not all emergencies can be documented. But documentation is, alas, required to avoid the late penalty. 
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